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            For the 2014-2015 academic year, LIU Post has created a new 
administrative office to oversee all aspects of campus life. Previously, the 
Office of Student Life & Leadership and the Office of Residence Life have 
operated separately, each with its own director and staff. This summer, 
those two departments have been merged into one department called 
Campus Life, under the leadership of Michael Berthel, the new Director 
of Campus Life.  
             Campus Life is a new way of thinking about the student 
experience at LIU Post,” said Michael Berthel, who joined the university 
in 2010 as an Associate Director at the Office of Student Life and 
Leadership. “Our goal is to make sure that students are enjoying their 
time on campus, and that includes their time in the residence halls, 
at campus events, and in our clubs and Greek organizations. Student 
Life and Leadership and Residence Life worked closely in the past, and 
we wanted to formalize that partnership in order to build a vibrant and 
exciting campus life for all of our students.” 
           Berthel stated that the main motivation behind making this 
change was the desire to create more of a team approach in engaging 
students; as well as addressing all of the needs and interests of students 
on campus, and creating new initiatives that will benefit everyone. Under 
this new concept, Residence Hall Directors will now be called “Campus 
Life Coordinators,” and they will be focusing on providing programs, 
services, and opportunities that will make attending Post memorable for 
both residential students and commuter students alike.   
          “First, I want to make sure students understand the new model 
and how it will benefit them and the campus community,” said Berthel. 
“But my main goal, and the goal of our entire office, is to create a vibrant 
student experience. By focusing our efforts on the student experience as 
a whole, rather than looking at it in segments, we will be able to better 
serve all Post students.” 
 The combined office will now consist of 11 staff members, 
who will all be based in Hillwood Commons. In August, the Office 
of Residence Life was moved from Post Hall to the second floor of 
Hillwood, just above the Office of Student Life.
          While Berthel is energetic and eager to start the new academic year 
as leader of the combined departments, student opinion is varied. Some 
claim that this is the just the change that LIU Post needs to rejuvenate 
the campus, the students, and the efficiency of the administration, while 
others are cautious about its benefit to students. 
     “I think that homogenizing Residence Life and Student Life into one 
is a really smart move,” said Katie Gambino, a junior Journalism major 
“I’m a fan of everything that makes the service of students simpler and 
easier.”
         Others, however, claim that this change was necessary due to the 
onslaught of various members of the administration quitting, including 
former Director of Student Life, Alerie Tirsch, and the former Director 
and Assistant Director of Residence Life, Jennifer Fuoco and Sean 

Lazarus. 
           “I’m not so sure about this whole new Campus Life thing,” said 
Melanie Spina, a junior Sociology major and Journalism minor. “It was 
hard enough for [Residence Life and Student Life] to serve students 
before when they were separate and had even more people working for 
them. Now, with even less employees and only one department, I worry 
that it won’t be efficient.” 
          Although Spina is not resistant to change at Post and remains 
optimistic that it could possibly be a positive change for the campus, 
she has reservations about the outcome. Only time will tell if this new 
Campus Life office will transform Post into a more efficient and student-
oriented campus.

New Administration to Oversee ‘Campus Life’

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

The new Director of Campus Life, Michael Berthel.
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This Week’s Highlights:

COLOR WAR!

(Above) Post students show their true colors during 
the first few days of the new school year. 
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Do you know the story behind our school’s 
namesake? Find out just that and more on page 11 
with our new weekly feature “10 Facts about Post.”

Woody Allen discusses filmmaking, his new movie, 
and the meaning of life in a gripping interview with 

A&E Editor, Peter Barrell, on page 21.

News Editor Carlo Valladares sits down with 
President Cline to discuss her past year in office at 

LIU Post on page 5.
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By Seren Jones
Copy Editor 

On Wednesday, Sept. 3, LIU Post officially re-opened its gates 
to students. About 1,600 students, including the vast majority of the 15 
varsity sports teams and a large percentage of the international student 
community, moved into the campus resident halls, ready to get this 
upcoming semester underway. Despite the big move-in day, Director of 
Campus Life, Michael Berthel, informed The Pioneer that not all student 
dorms would be open for the fall semester. 
 According to Berthel, Queens Hall and Kings Hall will not 
provide housing for students this semester. Kings Hall was closed last 
year due to a drop in student enrollment, thus Facilities staff took the 
opportunity to renovate the residence hall by removing carpet, installing 
new flooring, and painting the dorm rooms and common lounges. 
Although in 2009, Queens Hall was closed and underwent similar 
renovations yet re-opened the following year, the residence hall will 
close again this semester. Additionally, Riggs basement will no longer 
be available for housing as it is officially the new practice area of the 
men’s wrestling team. Nassau’s basement will also be closed due to 
renovations.  
 In spite of the closure of these halls, Berthel stated that the same 
amount of residence halls is open this year as last year because other 
dorms were also closed. “The only difference is that we opened the South 
Residence Complex (SRC) this year, which was closed last year. This was 
because students wanted a suite-style [accommodation] and we wanted 
to accommodate that and offer a different housing option for students.”  
 The Director of Campus life also announced that SRC is open 
exclusively for upperclassmen students. “We heard from students who 
wanted to open SRC and take advantage of suite-style living, and we 
were happy to offer that.” 
 According to senior Psychology major Nadia Fernando, the re-
opening of the SRC will be a huge social boost for the school. “During 
my freshman and sophomore years, when the suites were open for both 
students and student athletes, there was certainly more of a community 
feel on campus.” The suite-style accommodation allowed up to eight 
people in double rooms to live together and to share a common living 
area as well as a semi-private bathroom. “It was a great way of making 
instant friends and there was always something going on. 

 
 Although LIU Post faces a dramatic decrease in enrollment this 
year, the majority of the five additional sports teams that have been 
added to LIU Post’s Varsity Athletic Department (which include men’s 
wrestling, women’s fencing, women’s golf, and men’s and women’s  
indoor and outdoor track and field) are expected to live on campus. The 
Residence Life Department, which moved over the summer from Post 
Hall to the second floor of Hillwood Commons, is confident that they can 
accommodate any student who wishes to reside on campus.  
 When asked if Queens Hall and Kings Hall would possibly be 
available to students by Spring 2015, Berthel stated: “We review the 
needs of our residential community each semester to determine if we 
need to re-evaluate which buildings we are using....The demand and 
needs are always changing.” 
 To help encourage a sense of hospitality and community in the 
residential halls, the Campus Life staff assigned students based on their 
interests and preferences. This includes athletic involvement, Greek 
affiliation, and academic major. Berthel added,  “Each of our residence 
halls form a unique personality based on the students that live in 
them. It easily allows everyone to find [his or her] home in one of our 
halls.” Post, Riggs, Nassau, Suffolk, and Brookville are traditional-style 
dorms, providing two, three, or four-person rooms that open into a 
common hallway, where residents in each hallway share a large common 
bathroom. 
 However, Suffolk and Nassau offer more specialized options. 
Suffolk Hall is a traditional-style hall designed for 24-hour intensified 
study for students who prefer a quiet, academic-centered environment, 
which is why it’s popular amongst Honors students. Unlike the other 
residence halls, Nassau offers the additional benefit of long-stay 
accommodations over vacations and in between semesters, thus the 
dorm is known to house international students, those who work on 
campus, and those who register for classes during the winter semester, 
as well as winter athletic teams. 
 With the opening of Nassau, Suffolk, SRC, Brookville, Riggs, and 
Post for the fall semester, the students of LIU Post who reside on campus 
had moved in by Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014.

Kings and Queens Halls Closed

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

Both Post Hall (L) & Riggs Hall (R) remained open for housing this semester. 
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By Jill Borowski
Staff Writer

       This fall, LIU Post instituted an innovative program called the First 
Year Service Experience, which was open to all incoming freshmen. The 
program, run by the Office of Campus Life, offers students an opportunity 
to better themselves and their time at LIU Post, mainly through meeting 
other students, getting involved on campus, and kick starting their college 
careers.
 Students volunteered for the program, and were tasked to become 
more involved with school activities. Samantha Gottlieb, Assistant Director 
of Campus Life and Michael Berthel, Director of Campus Life, were the 
administrators behind this program and led the First Year Experience. 
 The First Year Experience was not a required part of the transition 
into Post, and was completely voluntary and only open to students 
graduating with the class of 2018. Students were encouraged to sign up 
both during the summer and during orientation. 22 freshmen participated 
in the First Year Service Experience. The program was new to LIU Post 
this year, yielding a small turnout for student volunteers. 

The program lasted two days, from Sept. 1 to Sept. 2. On day one, 
the participants were able to get to know each other better in a community 
setting. That night, the students had a program barbeque and an ice cream 
social.  All of the commuter students stayed overnight in the dorms to 
build a stronger relationship between the residents and the commuters.

Day two consisted of a hands-on-service project at multiple 
locations in New York City. Students were put into groups and serviced 
the poor, hungry, and homeless at different locations throughout four of 
the five city boroughs.

Christopher Scally, a junior Information Technology major, wished 
he would have known about the experience: “Although I am a junior, I 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 wish I had the chance to do this First Year Experience as a freshman when 
starting here at LIU Post. It seems like a fun way to help out and get to  
know more people both on and off campus.”

The service portion of the First Year Service Experience was 
organized through the Youth Service Opportunities Project (YSOP). The 
participants visited four different sites and did different service work 
at each of these sites. One of the groups went to Jan Hus Presbyterian 
Church on the Upper East Side of Manhattan and organized a clothing 
donation, and helped to distribute food to a food pantry. 

Another group of students gardened and cared for the grounds at 
the McKinley Children’s Garden in Queens. A third group went to Trinity 
Lutheran, where they cooked and serviced a soup kitchen and handed 
out food to the hungry. The last group of participants went to Masbia, 
a restaurant-style soup kitchen in Flatbush, Brooklyn, where students 
prepared and served dinner to people later that night. 

“We anticipate the volunteer number only getting larger as we 
continue to run the program year after year,” said Berthel. There were also 
six upperclassmen students that helped guide the new students through 
the program and to the various sites around the city. These upperclassmen 
volunteered to help out with the program, and provide assistance to the 
younger lowerclassmen. 

“We received a lot of positive feedback and cannot wait to do 
similar programs throughout the year,” Berthel added. Berthel stated 
that the program was an oveall success, despite the small number of 
students who participated, and that it achieved its goal of uniting students 
together, both commuters and non-commuters, for a good cause. 

First Year Service Experience
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Carlo Valladares
News Editor 

 When Dr. Kimberly R. Cline took office on July 1, 2013, she 
became LIU Post’s 10th president, as well as the first woman to hold 
the position. She came into her presidency overseeing a school that was 
combating low enrollment, and one that was featured in an Aug. 2013, 
Forbes magazine article, titled, “Is Your College Going Broke? The Most 
and Least Financially Fit Schools In America.” 

 The 2013 article claimed that LIU had been running at an operating 
deficit for the last three years. Cline stressed that the ongoing changes are 
meant to create a better collegiate experience for students. “We want to 
focus on making sure that we’re providing a student-centered university, 
where students are first in our minds all the time,” Cline stated during the 
July 31 interview.
 One way Cline has tried to improve the university is by expanding 
the correlation between what students learn in the classroom in relation 
to what they will experience in the real world. 
 “The student run businesses that we started last year are an 
effort to marry up all the base that happens in the classroom, to real life 
work experience,” Cline said. “If we have more student-run businesses 
on campus, [students] can actually participate in the development of a 
business, they can help run the business, and they have something on 
their resume that other people don’t have.” 
 This new experiment in student entrepreneurship started on Nov. 
12, 2013, with the opening of The Student Body Boutique, a clothing store 
on the second floor of Hillwood Commons. It was the first student-run 
business on any LIU campus. 

The Post Treat Shoppe, which sells baked goods and candy, is 
another student-run business that opened on the first floor of Hillwood 
on Jan. 29, 2014. The End Zone, a non-alcoholic sports bar that sells pub 
style food, was also added to the first floor of the Commons, becoming 
the third student-run business on campus. The End Zone’s grand opening 
was held on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 2, 2014. 

Cline said that additional businesses are in the works for the  

 
 
 
upcoming 2014-2015 academic year. “We’re going to open a high-tech 
store that is going to be sanctioned by Apple. It is going to be a working  
laboratory, so if you have an issue with your computer, [or] if you want 
to ask [a] question, you can go in and they’ll be right there. ” The new  
tech store will replace The Head Quarters computer lab, which was 
located on the second floor of Hillwood Commons near the Steinberg Art 
Museum. 

Cline stated that Bethpage Federal Credit Union is opening a bank 
on the second floor of Hillwood as well, replacing the Nassau Educators 
Federal Credit Union (NEFCU). “They’re going to hire students, and if the 
[students] do well they [can become] future managers and employees of 
the bank,” Cline said. 

The opening of a BFCU branch on campus is part of a larger 
deal between the university and the bank. On March 19, 2014, LIU Post 
announced the credit union’s corporate sponsorship to the tune of $1.5 
million for the naming rights to Post’s renovated football stadium. The 
new stadium opened this past weekend on Saturday, September 6. 

Despite the many changes in operations and personnel made 
during her first year in office, Cline hopes to accomplish a lot more during 
the upcoming year. “We want to start a PR marketing firm, and we want to 
start a student incubator firm that focuses on high-tech companies [and] 
app development.” Dr. Cline believes high-tech development initiatives 
should become an essential part of LIU’s academia. 

 Cline’s vision is a work in progress, and she feels her first year in 
office has been a productive one. “I think we accomplished a great deal. 
Just having the community come together and work on a strategic plan 
that’s going to chart our vision for 2020 is really important,” Cline said. 
“When we’re talking about who we want to be, I think we want to make 
sure that we’re providing great value for our students, we want to make 
sure that we are providing an excellent education, and we want to try to 
keep ourselves affordable.”
 

Looking Forward: Dr. Cline, One Year After Taking Office

CARLO VALLADARES

News Editor Carlo Valladares (L) with Post’s President, Dr. Cline (R).
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By Dani Naess Hellesund
Opinions Editor 

 The partnership announced during the Spring 2014 semester 
between Bethpage Federal Credit Union (BFCU) and LIU Post resulted 
in a new stadium, as well as a new bank on campus. BFCU will open a 
branch on the second floor of Hillwood Commons. The grand opening 
is planned to take place sometime this fall, with “a tentative mid-
October target date,” said Rita Langdon, executive Director of Campus 
Operations and Strategic Partnerships. 
 Students at Post can expect to get all their banking needs 
fulfilled, according to Langdon. “The Bethpage Federal Credit Union 
facility will be a full-service financial institution on the LIU Post campus, 
offering a complete line of products and services. Students, faculty and 
staff will be able to open accounts, apply for loans, and attend financial 
literacy seminars,” she said. Also, the ATM fee will be waived, according 
to Langdon. BFCU will replace the previous National Employees Federal 
Credit Union (NEFCU) bank that resided in Hillwood Commons until 
last December.
 The opening of the BFCU campus branch is just the beginning of 
a new partnership between the university and the bank. BFCU 

sponsored the $1.5 million renovation of the new stadium, and has been 
given naming rights, according to an article published in The Pioneer on 
March 26, 2014.
 Langdon said that the new bank will work with LIU Post’s 
Promise program and employer relations to offer internship 
opportunities for students. “Bethpage Federal Credit Union offers a paid 
summer internship program to Long Island college students,” she said.
 Student reaction to the new bank opening on campus has been 
favorable. “I think it’s good because we still need a place to cash our 
checks if you don’t have a card, and it helps a lot on campus because we 
don’t have another bank here,” said Junior Psychology major Brittany 
Burgos, a junior Psychology major. Burgos hopes that the employees are 
patient. “I think customer service is very important,” she said.
 Senior Forensic Science major and Chemistry minor Samantha 
Coppola agreed: “It’s nice [that] it’s going to be on campus so you don’t 
have to leave to do your banking. [I can use the] ATMs, I can go in and 
talk to somebody about my banking account, or deposit and withdraw 
money.” 

Bethpage Federal Credit Union 
to open on Campus

By Moa Golster
Online Editor

With the commencement of the Fall 2014 semester, LIU Post 
introduced significant changes regarding student stipends. Students with 
bigger positions within LIU Post clubs and organizations, such as the 
Student Government Association (SGA), the Residence Assistants (RAs), 
The Pioneer, and the Association for Campus Programming (ACP) will 
no longer be compensated for their work on campus.

According to Abagail Van Vlerah, Dean of Students, the decision 
to eliminate stipends was based on discussions between the SGA and 
Campus Life Leadership. Dean Van Vlerah said that these stipends 
have previously been funded through student activity fees, which LIU 
students pay each semester. 

“Ensuring a fair, equitable and balanced practice is an important 
and ongoing process that guarantees th[e] students’ funds are utilized in 
the best possible ways, and to provide the most benefit for all students,” 
Dean Van Vlerah said.

However, there are rare exceptions to the new “no stipend” 
policy. The SGA president, as well as students at the campus radio 
station, MYWCWP Radio, will continue to receive stipends for their 
work. Since MYWCWP is part of the LIU Post School of Visual and 
Performing Arts, and therefore is not considered a club, student activity 
fees do not fund these stipends.

“WCWP is a department of the School of Visual and  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PerformingArts from which we receive an operating budget that includes 
funding for a limited number of part-time staff and student budget 
positions,” said Dan Cox, Director of Broadcasting at WCWP Radio. 

“We also raise money through underwriting of programming on 
our public radio service, WCWP/88.1fm, and advertising we sell on our 
student radio station, mywcwp.org,” Cox added.

Dianne Zoppa, Director of Public Relations at LIU Post, confirms 
that the station’s operating budget from the School of Visual and 
Performing Arts is also funded by students, through student tuition fees.

 
“We are pleased, through LIU’s Career Services, to provide many 

opportunities for on-campus jobs that a student can secure at Post to 
gain valuable workplace skills, earn money while still at school, and 
make the professional connections they need to launch their careers,” 
Zoppa said.

Zoppa added, “Therefore, you will find students working in the 
Tilles Center, at the radio station, in the library, and across campus, 
making students one of our largest employment groups.”

When The Pioneer reached out to students affected by the new 
policy, none of them were willing to comment on the stipend cuts, as it 
would tarnish their reputation.

Stipend Cuts for Clubs
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By Jaclyn Gangi 
Senior Copy-Editor

 The fall semester has begun with new deans at the helm of several 
of the schools and colleges at LIU Post.
  The College of Education, Information and Technology welcomed 
Dr. Barbara Garii as its new dean, effective Sept. 1, replacing Robert 
Hannafin, who resigned at the end of the Spring 2014 semester after three 
years at Post to accept the position as Dean of the Graduate School of 
Education and Allied Professions at Fairfield University. Garii left her 
position as the dean at the State University of New York at Oswego, where 
she served as the Dean of the School of Education since 2009.

 Dr. Lori Knapp is the interim dean of the School of Health 
Professions and Nursing, replacing Mary Ann Clark, who left the university 
in February 2014 for an inaugural position in Boston. Dr. Knapp is also 
currently the Deputy Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

P.M. Rao is the interim dean of the College of Management, 
replacing Dr. Andrew J. Rosman, who is now dean of Farleigh Dickinson 
University’s Silberman College of Business, effective July 1.

 Noel Zahler, the dean of the School of Visual and Performing Arts, 
and Kathy Hill-Miller, the dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
are the only deans whose positions have not changed within the last year.
  The deans function as both academic and administrative figures, 
and are responsible for overseeing their designated college or school. 
Deans handle things such as curriculum, faculty, and budget management, 
amongst other tasks. It is an important position, which is why time is 
being taken to find qualified candidates to fill the empty slots. The deans 
of the colleges and schools at Post are responsible for so much that goes 
into each department, which is why the interim deans are put into place 
to temporarily handle the duties of the dean who resigned.
  Despite the uncertainty regarding the status of the deans, Dean 
Zahler is optimistic for the upcoming school year.
  “We are at an exciting time in the history of the university,” Zahler 
said. “President Cline has brought [in] many new ideas for raising the 
visibility of the university and enriching the quality of programs for each 
of its schools and colleges.  This year, we are launching a new national 
recruiting program, creating new collateral for the school in print and 
electronically.”
 Rachel Zerah, a senior Psychology major, said, “I haven’t heard 
about the deans resigning. There have been a lot of changes at Post 
recently, though, so I’m not too surprised. I’m sure that any new dean 
that’s been hired or anyone who will be hired will be a nice addition to 
Post.”
  “With regard to the deans who have left, they are all innovative, 
creative people,” Zahler said on his colleagues’ resignations. “Their 
accomplishments speak generously of their abilities and the legacy they 
have left to their schools and colleges. Such people are in great demand in 
the present marketplace, and their leaving LIU speaks to the recognition 
they have received in respective disciplines.”
 Deans have still not been hired for the School of Health Professions 
and Nursing, and the College of Management. 

Where Have All the Deans Gone? 

“We are at an 
exciting time in

 the history of the 
university.”

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

Dr. Abby Van Vlerah, the Dean of Students, was brought on staff just last fall.



The Pioneer 8  FEATURES

By Carlo Valladares
News Editor

 When Tom Kane graduated from Duke University in 1970, he 
did so with aspirations to go to law school. 44 years later, he is a retired 
history teacher and the first ever women’s golf coach at LIU Post. How 
he got from there to here is a story worth telling.

After graduating from Duke, Kane did six months active duty 
in the National Guard at Fort Polk, La. He then took a teaching job in 
Smithtown. “I thought it would be short term,” Kane said. “I thought I’d 
probably do teaching for a few years, and still had plans for law school,” 
he added.

But three years into his teaching position, Kane became the 
Smithtown golf coach for boys in 1974. Kane said the transition was easy, 
going from golf player to coach. As a freshman, Kane had played on the 
Duke golf team. 

“I had played a lot of golf,” Kane said, referring to the time from 
high school at Half Hollow Hills in Dix Hills. “Then I had taught for a 
couple of years…in 1971, 72, 73. So yeah, I was pretty confident when 
I started coaching golf that it was going to come fairly easy for me and 
would be something I would really enjoy.”

Kane said he started playing golf when he was 12, a sport that has 
allowed him to coach the Smithtown West’s boys’ golf team for 29 years, 
and the girls’ team for 18. 

Kane, who currently resides in Stony Brook, has an impressive 
high school coaching resume, having won 12 league championships, six 
county championships and one Long Island championship, according to 
Patrick Smith, the Smithtown Athletic Director. “He certainly knows the 
game,” Smith said. 

 Smith met Kane at Smithtown when he was still a physical 
education teacher. “My daughter had Mr. Kane as a social studies 
teacher. She still says and still talks about him, saying he was her favorite 
teacher all through school,” said Smith.

Kane is coaching his final season for the Smithtown girls’ golf 
team. “I still have an obligation at Smithtown right now. I will finish the 
girls golf season in June.”

Bryan Collins, LIU Post’s Athletic Director, announced the 
decision to hire Kane as the girls’ golf coach on January 21. Kane will 
start his tenure as coach for the 2014-2015 fall and spring seasons. 

Alana Fitzgerald, a former golfer at Smithtown who just 
graduated this past June, is going to miss her coach. “I’m sorry for the 
younger girls who won’t have the opportunity to have him as a coach, 
but…I know he’s going to make a name for himself at LIU Post. I am very 
happy for him.”

Fitzgerald said Kane helped her improve her skills. “The sport 
is the most mental game there is, and I’ve had my fair share of matches 
when I just haven’t hit the ball the way I want to and coach is always 
there to help me make adjustments.” 

Specifically this season, Fitzgerald said she was having trouble 
with her swing and Coach Kane asked a pro to take a look at it. “The pro 
was able to teach me drills to fix things Coach Kane had pointed out that 
needed fixing,” Fitzgerald said. “He is very knowledgeable about the 
game and really cares about each and every one of his players.”

Kaitlin Clancy, another recent Smithtown graduate and former 
golfer, feels the same way. “I’ve been playing for Coach Kane for six years 
and I couldn’t have asked for a better coach.”

In explaining Kane’s success at Smithtown, Smith said, “He has 
the personality to put the athletes in a good frame of mind. I look up to 
him as a teacher, as a coach, and as a person.” 

Drew Walker, the Hampton Bays Director of Health, Physical 
Education and Athletics, is pleased with Kane’s contributions to Long 
Island golf. “I wish the best for him. He always looks for that edge. I’m 
excited for him, great choice by the college.” 

Kane said he didn’t apply and that Post reached out to him. He 
said that Dr. Kimberly Cline, LIU Post’s President, called him up. “I’m 
excited and nervous to start,” Kane said, explaining that he wants to do 
his best for Post. “Everyone here has been incredibly helpful.” 

The women’s golf team held their first practice on September 
8. The team’s first tournament is the Dickinson College invitational on 
Sept. 13. 

Kane to Start Women’s Golf at Post
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By Alyssa Seidman
co-Editor-in-Chief

 On May 19, 15 members of the Newman Catholic Community 
on campus embarked on a weeklong journey to Tijuana, Mexico. The 
trip was part of an initiative called “Builders of Hope,” which works 
in conjunction with Esperanza International (esperanzaint.org), an 
organization that builds dignified housing for the needy populous of 
Tijuana County in Baja California, Mexico.
   “During the week, the Newman members worked on one home,” 
said Father Ted Brown, the campus priest and faculty advisor of the club 
that led the expedition. “They dug the trenches for the foundation, put in 
the foundation, and put in a nine-foot high retaining wall to prevent the 
home from sliding into a canyon.”
 “While on the worksite, the family receiving the home works 
next to us, and cooks the noontime meal for us. We mix with the 
[local] people. About half the [Newman] group could speak Spanish, so 
communication was easy,” Brown added.
 This is not the first time that the club has done community 
service abroad in Tijuana: “This is the 13th trip for us,” Brown said. 
“Over the years, we have worked on 27 homes, and changed the lives 
of 27 families. We have a commitment to the people. By going back to 
the same neighborhoods year to year, trust builds up. We have made a 
difference in one the poorest sections of Mexico,” he added.
 When asked about their experiences on the excursion, Post 
students who participated in “Builders of Hope” had much to say about 
the spiritual and intellectual growth the trip merited them.
 “Ever since I was a high school student I’ve always liked 
community service and [helping] those in need,” said Miguel Montalvo, 
a senior Broadcasting major. “[W]hen I heard about the trip from Father 
Ted, and how it was an international service project helping [to] build 
communities for the poor…, I knew this was something that would 
interest me, and be a great experience.” 
 “All week you put so much effort and labor into this project, 
and by the end of the week you actually see everything you’ve done pay 
off,” said Christina Scozzari, a senior Broadcasting major. “You see the 
structure of a home for a family, and the emotional impact it has on 
them. Even though it was only a week, you develop such a special bond 

 
with these people that is unexplainable and yet so special,” Scozzari 
added.  
 “If you have never [left] your home, your neighborhood, or 
your community, this trip is for you. It allows you to open your mind 
about your surroundings, and may give a purpose to your life,” Stanley 
Edmond, a senior Political Science major, said.  
 “The most rewarding part of the experience is at the end when 
you see all that the team has accomplished together without even 
having previous construction experience, and the faces of the families 
and children who you are building the house for is priceless,” Montalvo 
added. 
 “I would most certainly encourage anyone to go,” said Scozzari. 
“You grow as a person, you make new friends and memories you won’t 
ever forget, and you experience the heart of Mexican culture. You 
experience the harsh reality of the poverty they live in, but [also] the 
warm hearts of the people, and that’s what will have you coming back 
year after year.” 
 Father Ted already has plans for next year’s trip to Tijuana: “We 
will start recruiting early in the semester. Last year, [the club] raised 
about $5,000, [which covered the program fee], so most [of the students 
who went this summer] only paid for room and board ($200) and 
airfare.” 
 “The service trip fills up very quickly, [and the] meeting for the 
trip begin[s] late in the fall,” said David Armas, a senior Sociology major 
and the student coordinator for next year’s “Builders of Hope” trip. 
“The upcoming trip [takes] place on May 23 to the 30. Information is 
available at liupostcatholic.org. Click on ‘outreach’ and then ‘Builders of 
Hope’.”  
 “[This trip] is an experience that changes the lives of so many 
people, including the volunteers,” Armas added. “I’ve come to learn so 
much from them including the humility of living a life not [based on] 
materiality, but [rather] one based on love and camaraderie.” 
 For more information about the “Builders of Hope” retreat, visit 
their blog site at http://hopebuilding.blogspot.com. 

Newman Club Breaks Ground in Tijuana

Post students hard at work on the “Builder’s of Hope” site.
TED BROWN

The Newman crew poses with the family receiving 
the home being worked on.
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By Rebecca Martelotti
Assistant Features Editor

1) LIU Post campus - originally named C.W. Post - opened in 1955 with 
the enrollment of 121 students. The university held classes in garages, 
barns, horse stables, and greenhouses before the university was able 
to raise enough funds to construct academic buildings. 

2) LIU Post has 47 building, 10 residence halls, and three historic man-
sions sprawled out over 307 acres.

3) The campus was purchased for $200,000 from the heiress to the Post 
cereal fortune, Marjorie Merriweather Post. 

4) The campus motto is “Mens Regnum bona possidet,” a Latin phrase, 
which translates, “A keen mind possesses a kingdom.”

5) The Pioneers was a team name picked by the students who first at-
tended the school. These students chose the name because the school 
was opened during the World War II era, which was a risk. The stu-
dents also created campus rules and traditions on their own, and felt 
like they would be the Pioneers of the university.

6) There is a good luck-charm for students, located outside of Pell Hall 
and the Life Science building, called the Exam Touch Stone. The 
myth goes that students who touch the stone, will ace their exams.

7) Over the years, guest speakers and honorary degree recipients have 
included Nelson Rockefeller, Hillary Clinton, Bill Cosby, B.F. Skin-
ner, Harry Chapin, General Douglas McArthur, Billy Joel, among oth-
ers. 

8) Hillwood Commons was a country retreat where the friends and fam-
ily of Marjorie Merriweather Post stayed. They came to the property 
to play tennis, ride horses, swim, and play golf. The property was also 
used to host many social and charity events when owned by the Post 
family.

9) Charles William Post, Marjorie’s father, was a cereal tycoon who 
founded the Post Cereal Company in 1895. He is also credited with 
being the first person to use print advertising to promote interest in 
his products. Mr. Post was one of the most successful businessmen of 
his era. 

10) Marjorie put the estate up for sale in 1947, and the university official-
ly purchased the property in 1951. At this time, the campus was called 
the Brookville Extension of Long Island University. The campus did 
not have enough students to sustain itself, so after the President 
(Tristram Walker Metcalfe) died in February 1952, the new President 
(Admiral Richard Conolly) decided to run ads to spread news about 
the campus. The Post Cereal Company was still very well known dur-
ing this time. The university got permission from Marjorie to name 
the campus after her father, believing that his name would allow the 
school to get public attention. Since he always used the name C.W. 
Post in business the campus was called C.W. Post College. 

Ten Facts You Didn’t Know About LIU Post

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

A shot of the brick arches south of the formal gardens, also known as “The Seven Gates of Hell.” 

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

The doll house located on Riggs lawn.
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Opinions Editor

 The experience of studying in another country is enriching 
for the student who decides to go out into the world. The 
opportunity, not just to see another country’s sights and attractions, 
but also to live the culture and be a part of the whole picture, is a 
huge advantage. However, for the most part, people talk about the 
advantage for the student who travels the world, but what about the 
benefits that those students bring to the country in which they are 
studying? 
 There is a huge advantage for a country like the U.S. to 
welcome international students into its communities. Culture 
is a major source of information, an exchange of experiences, 
geography, and economics. 
 To exchange experiences is when an international student 
visits a school community and they bring with them many 
experiences from their own life. These can be experiences that are 
unfamiliar to people living in the United States, but are common 
for someone who is from another part of the world, like Norway. 
 Take Christmas, for instance. One would think that 
this major worldwide holiday is similar in all countries. If you 
befriended a Norwegian student, you would learn that Norwegians 
celebrate Christmas on Dec. 24, with the opening of presents and a 
big family dinner. Dec. 25 is usually spent visiting or having family 
and friends over for another big meal. 
 In return, you could teach your new friend about the 
all-American holiday Thanksgiving, which is not celebrated in 
Norway. This exchange of experiences is a helpful tool in educating 
everyone. Not just the student who might eventually return home 
after studying in the United States, but for the people living in 
the U.S. It is important because it teaches us how the world can 
differ depending on where we live, and from this I think the most 
valuable lesson is that you learn how to be more understanding and 
informed.  
 The fact that you can go to your local school and make 
friends with people that, in theory, you would never have met is 
a great thought. Not only is this great for your education, but in 
a way it makes your world both bigger and smaller. Your world 
may consist of school, work, your family and friends, and assorted 
hobbies. Yet, if you meet someone at college from China or 
Norway and become great friends with him or her, your world has 
expanded. 
 Let’s say you are traveling abroad for the first time and you 
and your friends are going on a trip around the world. First you get 
to China, and you can visit your friend who lives there, and next 
on your list is Norway, and you go visit another friend there. Small 
world, huh? 
 As you can see, this brings us all closer together. You learn 
from others, and others learn from you. There is also an economic 
benefit to colleges welcoming international students. International 
students are here to learn and study, and the money that they 
spend on classes, food, clothes, furniture, cars, airfare, etc., all stay 
in the country and the community that they visit. 
 The benefits of welcoming international students are huge. I 
would recommend everyone to welcome and make friends with the 
many new international students that come onto campus during 
these first days of school. 
 Make your world bigger and smaller, all at the same time.

What International Students Bring to the Host Country

JANISHA SANFORD

“I like living at Post because of the variety of students & majors,” said Katsura 
Okada, a senior Business major.
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By Julian Wilson
Assistant Opinions Editor

 After the spring semester ends, we all know that summer break 
is something to look forward to in order to relieve stress, encourage 
relaxation, and just kick back and have a good time. Sounds like 
the perfect thing for a student, especially after a long year of tests, 
homework, and papers. However, does all that time off during the 
summer also encourage academic laziness?
 According to an article by Nick Chiles, published on Aug. 27 in 
“The Hechinger Report,” a nonprofit newsroom focused on the most 
important topics in education today, it absolutely does. 
 “If children are not intellectually stimulated during the summer, 
if they don’t do reading and other activities to keep their brains firing at 
optimal levels, they will need weeks —if not months —to get back up to 
speed in the fall,” said Chiles.
 Summer represents many things, but it also signifies a decline in 
academic presence. Therefore, it was given the name “the summer slide.” 
With the term, Chiles dives further into detail, revealing the extent of 
how bad academic deprivation during summer vacation can get.
 “An argument can be made that summer slide is the most severe, 
under-addressed problem in the American education ecosystem. After 
all, fixing it would mean stomping on the American idyll of lazy sun-
drenched days. Summers are the precious amber of so many childhoods. 
Year-round schools? That would be like desecrating apple pie,” Chiles 
stated.
 Does summer slide affect college students as well?
 Senior Electronic Media major Connor Vogt is not so sure. “I 
worked 10-hour days over the summer, but I would always read when I 
got home. I try not to get too academically lazy over the summer because 
then it’s harder to get the brain going once classes begin again,” Vogt 
said. “If I do get lazy, I try to snap myself out of it quickly.”

 

 Sophomore Broadcasting major Richard Renelique, on the other 
hand, admits that he gets lazy in the summer. “I definitely do become 
lazy after summer vacation, because I am taken out of the routine of 
studying and handing in assignments,” he said. “My brain adjusts to 
the endless possibilities of free time, and makes me have absolutely no 
desire to do schoolwork.” 
 Renelique, though, is optimistic about getting back into a school 
routine. “To get back into routine I will need to remind myself of my 
goals and remember how rewarding it is to work hard.”
 In case you find yourself as one of the students still in a daze 
trying to readjust to school, here are some tips to help you get back 
into routine. Provided by ‘lifehacker.com,’ a site known for providing 
“tips, tricks and downloads for getting things done.” Here are some to 
remember this semester:

1. Start your day right: well-rested and with a good breakfast
2. Get started early
3. Plan your day and week
4. Start with small stuff you can check off
5. Tackle your e-mails in order of importance

 Summer vacation can recharge many students, especially 
after countless, sleepless nights of homework and studying. However, 
remember that it is also important to maintain the flow of  brain activity. 
Whether it would be working during the summer, or treating yourself to 
some episodes on Netflix. After working hard on a goal, it is important 
to keep your brain stimuli healthy and ready for the upcoming school 
semester.

Does Summer Vacation Encourage Academic Laziness?

JENNIFER MEJIA

Carlianna Franqui, a freshman Forensic Science major, takes a break from her studies.
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 Metallica’s second album, “Ride the Lightning,” turned 30-years-
old in July, and is still regarded by many as one of the best thrash metal 
records of all time. Many of its songs have been staples of Metallica’s live 
sets for decades. After “Ride the Lightning,” Metallica went on to sell out 
venues. They spearheaded the thrash metal explosion of the mid to late 
80s with others bands such as Slayer, Anthrax, and Megadeath. 
 Yet, when the 
members of Metallica 
entered the studio to 
record their sophomore 
record in Feb. 1984, they 
were just happy to be able 
to record another album, 
and could not have 
predicted its success and 
enduring popularity. The 
album went on to become 
certified platinum six 
times. Needless to say, 
the band did not suffer 
from a “sophomore 
slump.” 
 The band 
members flew to 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
to record the album, and 
picked Sweet Silence 
Studios to lay down the 
tracks because it was 
cheaper to record there. 
Denmark is also Lars 
Ulrich’s (the band’s 
percussionist) native 
country. 
 Metallica entered 
the studio with three new 
songs that contained a 
more melodic approach 
to thrash metal, a genre 
that Metallica cemented 
into rock ‘n’ roll history 
with “Kill Em’ All.” 
Although some fans 
labeled them as sellouts 
upon hearing these 
songs due to their slower 
tempos and melodic sound, songs on the album such as “Fade to Black,” 
“Escape,” and “For Whom the Bell Tolls” defined what the band was and 
would become. 
“Fade to Black” is a power ballad, a song so melodic and catchy that 
its guitar solo was placed at number 24 on the “100 Best Solos Ever: 
Reader’s Choice” in the September 1998 issue of Guitar World. The 
breakdown in the song is when the jam really kicks in; it’s a heavy  
yet emotional bridge that displays Metallica’s knack for melody. When 

 
 
 
 
 
Hetfield belts out, “Yesterday seems as though it never existed, death 
greets me warm, now I will just say goodbye,” you can’t help but get 
chills. 
 “For Whom the Bell Tolls,” was inspired by Ernest Hemingway’s 
novel of the same name, which dealt with modern warfare and the 
horrors that come along with it. The song is famous for its slow 

head-banging tempo 
throughout, but 
especially for its 
recognizable introduction 
that was written by 
Burton. Although Burton 
was tragically killed 
during a bus accident on 
Sep. 27, 1986, his legacy 
lives through the killer 
intro. 
 “Escape,” is a 
poppy song, compared 
to the rest of Metallica’s 
catalogue at the time; 
nonetheless it is a good 
one. It contains all the 
ingredients of a thrash 
metal song, with heavy 
use of low-e palm muted 
strumming. The chorus, 
however, is a melodic 
one that resembles the 
direction of the two other 
songs. “Escape” has only 
been played live once. It 
was performed in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey on June 
23, 2012. In the same 
Rolling Stone interview, 
Hammett explained why: 
“It’s in the key of ‘A’, like 
‘The Call of Ktulu’ and 
‘Metal Militia’, but the 
key of ‘A’ doesn’t really 
work well for us for 
some reason or another. 
Playing that song was 
more of a novelty than 
anything else, but we 

loved playing all the other songs.”  
 The album has aged well. AllMusic (the online music guide 
service website) has given the album five out of five stars, while IGN 
Music placed “Ride the Lightning” at number five on their “Top 25 
Metal Albums” list. “Ride the Lightning” is a huge achievement, having 
gained platinum six times over, and will continue to please new and old 
listeners for years to come. Metallica plans to release a new record in 
2015.

Trapped Under Platinum: A Reflective Review of 
Metallica’s “Ride the Lighting” 

BILL HALE

The metal band’s album “Ride the Lightning” turned 30 on July 27, 2014.
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By Pete Barell
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

 Richard Linklater’s “Boyhood” might be the most literal 
coming-of-age tale ever brought to film. The writer/director is known 
for his strikingly original stories that are philosophically and dialogue 
heavy (“Before Midnight” was nominated at the Oscars last year for its 
screenplay). But his latest work pushes boundaries in a unique way.  
 “Boyhood” was shot over the course of 12 years using the same 
actors, and chronicling the family and social life of Texas-born Mason 
(newcomer Ellar Coltrane) from ages five to 18. The viewer is able to 
watch this character evolve in the most organic, pure lens possible: time. 
 “Boyhood” kicks off by immediately establishing Mason’s familial 
troubles – his father Mason Sr. (Ethan Hawke) is seen mostly in visits. 
His mother Olivia (Patricia Arquette) is attracted to alcoholic men who 
are poor replacement role models for him and his sister Samantha 
(Lorelei Linklater, the director’s daughter) to look up to. It’s fun to see 
Samantha and Mason bicker with each other in their younger years, 
pointing fingers filled with boy versus girl angst. 
 The time transitions are seamless, and are as simple as cutting 
to a new scene. There is a loose, overarching plot, but a lot of breathing 
room to simply watch these kids grow up. Each year is basically a short 
film, with new issues faced as Mason matures. He learns about girls, 
rebuilds his relationship with his father, and has defiant moments 
against bullies. We live through birthdays, camping trips, and first beers 
in a little under three hours of viewing time (it seems quicker than that,

 

though). The film is a collage of relatable experiences and childhood 
benchmarks, ultimately culminating in Mason going to college and 
striking out on his own.  
 This is a historical film, not only due to its impressive, involved 
production, but because it morphs with the times. When Linklater 
started production, he of course did not know who would win the 2004 
Presidential election (or 2008 for that matter), and he did not know how 
technology would change over the years, from Gameboys, to I-Phones 
and beyond. His project was free to evolve and partially write itself as the 
world moved alongside it. We see Mason’s liberal father show disdain for 
George W. Bush in 2004. We see how those opinions and events impact 
Mason and his family, just as they did for millions of other American 
families at that time. Linklater never had to recall what the late 1990s 
and early 2000s were like, because he was in them during production. 
 The soundtrack is swelling with throwback tracks – from 
Coldplay to Blink 182 to Arcade Fire. The music certainly adds an extra 
layer of context to the world the film establishes, which will be familiar 
to many young adults. It’s like finding a bunch of old knick-knacks from 
the past in the attic, and having a rush of memories. “Boyhood” is a 
culturally aware, saturated glimpse into growing up as a suburban kid, 
without the skewed, time capsule-like romanticism of a period piece – it 
constantly examines a series of present days. 
 “Boyhood” opened on July 11 in New York at the IFC Center, 
before its nationwide release on July 18. The film is rated R. 
 
 Verdict: A

“Boyhood”: A Literal Coming-of-Age

IFC FILMS

A young Mason (Ellar Coltrane) listens to a bedtime story read by his mother Olivia (Patricia Arquette).
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By Pete Barell
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
 
 
 Greer Grammer graduated 
from the University of California 
School of Dramatic Arts this 
spring. Yes, she’s a star from 
MTV’s “Awkward” (now shooting 
its fourth season) and the daughter 
of Kelsey Grammer (“Frasier”), but 
when The Pioneer interviewed her, 
via telephone in June, the 22-year-
old was as humble as any college-
aged student facing the daunting 
task of declaring independence. 
 The actress had a featured 
role in “Life Partners,” a film that 
premiered at the Tribeca Film 
Festival, and recently completed 
the feature film “Christmas in 
Balsam Falls.” Grammer discussed 
her college experience, her acting 
career, and trying to juggle work 
and play. 
 
The Pioneer (TP): How do you 
feel since graduating USC? Is it a 
weight off your chest?

Greer Grammer (GG): Yeah, a 
little bit. It’s bittersweet; leaving 
school is weird. Not having any 
classes is nice. It’s all scarier 
because I don’t have a cushion. 
Being in college, it [was] like 
‘yeah, I have my job, but I’m still 
in school so if I don’t it’s fine’; 
but now it’s like ‘oh, I need to do 
something’. 
 
TP: Do you have any advice for 
someone entering or in theater  
school? 
 

 
 
 
 
GG: Just to be involved. To 
be totally honest, I wasn’t [as] 
involved with my theater school 
as I would have liked to because I 
was working. And all of my friends 
that I have in the theater school 
who were involved had the best 
time. I was always kind of jealous 
of it, because they were doing plays 
and scenes together, all of these 
fun things. I’m very grateful for 
my job working on [Awkward], 
but I definitely feel like I missed 
out a little bit on the actual theater 
college experience.

TP: “Awkward” focuses a lot on 
teenage identity, especially in 
high school, but that theme is still 
relevant to college students. Did 
you find it easier to define yourself 
in college?

GG: Yeah, absolutely. College 
is the first time you’re away 
from your family, living on your 
own and learning how to be 
independent. With that comes 
a different learning experience 
in dealing with the world. But I 
think there’s definitely a lot of self-
discovery  
and learning [about] who you are. 
[That] can change so much in a 
different environment, depending  
on which college you go to and  
what you get involved in. I think 
you learn more about yourself in  
college than you do in high school. 
 

 
 
 
 
TP: Tell us about your character 
Mia in “Life Partners.” Who is she 
and how can you relate to her?

GG: Mia is a fun-loving, ready-
to-take-on-the-world, 20-year-
old lesbian who kind of falls for 
Leighton [Meester]’s character 
Sasha, who is a couple of years 
older. The way that I relate to Mia 
is that she isn’t worried about what 
she is going to do with the rest of 
her life; she’s really worried about 
the “now.” A lot of 20-year-olds 
are invested in what is happening 
now, so it’s a fun contrast because 
Leighton’s character is like ‘no, I 
need to actually figure out what 
I’m going to do with my life, I 
can’t sit back on my music degree 
forever’. [Mean]while, Mia says 
‘no, let’s go on vacation and see 
this band play and do all of these 
cool things because we can’.

TP: Do you have any memorable 
moments from when you were 
working on that film?

GG: The whole thing was 
memorable. I got to work with 
people who I’ve grown up  
watching: Leighton [and] Adam 
Brody, [also] Abby Elliot and 
Kate McKinnon who’ve been on 
Saturday Night Live. It was a really 
cool experience to work and film 
with these people. 
 

 
 
 
 
TP: Any particular acting methods 
that work for you?

GG: I learned a lot of different 
things in college, different lessons 
in acting. The ones that I’ve always 
liked are sort of improv. One 
of my teachers had this improv 
[exercise] where we had to state 
our intentions and scream them 
at each other and have a whole 
conversation, and when she said 
‘action’ we’d start the scene. I 
really like doing that, building it 
up, figuring out your intention, 
and then playing the scene from 
there. It was really cool.

TP: Do you have any upcoming 
projects?

GG: I have a movie I shot last year 
[coming out] called “Christmas 
in Balsam Falls,” and that was 
a really cool film for me to do. I 
think that should be coming out 
around November, because it’s a 
Christmas film. I know it just got 
picked up for distribution from 
someone. So I’m very excited about 
that movie.

“Awkward” Star 
Greer Grammer’s

 College Experience 

ANGELO KRITIKOS

Greer Grammer plays Lissa on MTV’s hit series “Awkward.”
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By Pete Barell
Arts and Entertainment Editor  

 Woody Allen met with members of the press, including 
The Pioneer, on July 17 at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York 
City. The week before the release of his new film, “Magic in the 
Moonlight,” he, along with actors Colin Firth and Jacki Weaver, 
frankly discussed how his religious beliefs have trickled into his 
writing, and the role of the artist in society. 
 It is widely known that Allen is an atheist. His films, 
with their existentially nauseated nerve-ball characters (think 
Alvy Singer from 1977’s “Annie Hall”), sprinkle metaphysical life 
questions into casual conversation. What happens when we die? 
Will we have any real legacy? Does death have a sense of humor? 
How much longer until the sun explodes? In a Woody Allen film, 
all of these questions may be asked in an offhanded, fastidious 
succession — on a city street or even in the bedroom. 
 The writer/director has often laced morbid notions 
within comedic banter. His latest film, “Magic in the Moonlight,” 
(released on July 25) is a romantic-comedy that challenges 
religion up front, nestled within an array of humorous, fast-
moving dialogue. In the film, the snobbish stage-magician Stanley 
Crawford (Colin Firth) seeks to disprove the clairvoyant abilities 
of a young American spiritualist named Sophie Baker (Emma 
Stone) on the French Riviera in the 1920s. Stanley is a man who firmly 
lives by logic. Sophie just may defy this logic. 
 “Colin’s character wants nothing more than to be wrong,” said 
Allen. “He wants to find out that there is more to life, and that [Sophie] 
is right that there are unknown, magical, and amazing things [in the 
world]. As soon as he sees that there may be more to life, he sees 
purpose, underlying meaning; it changes him completely. He smells the 
flowers and loves everything. His life has changed.” 
 Firth’s character lives rigidly in a technical, empirical manner 
— what he sees is what he gets. To him, any illusion, like his own stage 
act, is purely a spectacle that can be broken down, figured out, and 
debunked. When Sophie provides “mental impressions” of personal 
family information she couldn’t possibly know, Stanley develops a new, 
albeit wary, hope for an afterlife. 
 Perhaps Allen truly wants to believe in something greater as 
well, but has not been thrown a wild card such as Sophie. He is a man 
of logic, just like Stanley. He must construct his own magic. “Magic in 
the Moonlight” is not his first film to involve the otherworldly – “Purple 
Rose of Cairo” (1985) saw a man walk out of a film into real life, and 
“Midnight in Paris” (2011) incorporated the time-travel fantasy.  
 At a young age, inspired by Harry Houdini, Allen studied and 
performed tricks. “I’ve been escaping my whole life,” he explained. “Ever 
since I was a little child, I’ve been escaping to the movies on the other 
side. I’d sit in the [theatre] all day long. When I got older, I escaped into 
the world of unreality by making movies. I prefer the magic to reality and  
have since I was five-years-old. Hopefully I can continue to make films 
and constantly escape into them.” 
 The 78-year-old filmmaker believes that life, in the end, is 
meaningless. To deal with that void, he turns to distraction. “I’m not 
alone in thinking this,” he said. “There have been many great minds 
far, far superior to mine, that have come to that conclusion. And unless 
somebody can come up with some proof or some example where it’s not, 
I think it is. I think it’s a lot of sound and fury signifying nothing, and 
that’s just the way I feel about it.” 
 “Magic in the Moonlight” contains references to philosophers 
such as Friedrich Nietzsche, famous for his atheism and embrace of the 
physical world over the idea of an afterlife. It is no surprise that Allen’s  

 
 
 
 
philosophical curiosities have seeped into his writing, as he is considered 
one of the premier auteur (distinct voice) filmmakers in cinema, and has 
been doing so for decades. 
 But where does the artist fit into Allen’s world? At first, he 
expressed a somewhat depressive view, again citing logic and science — 
eventually the universe will come apart, and human achievement will 
be utterly gone: “All the great works of Shakespeare and Beethoven and 
Da Vinci, all that will be gone,” he explained. “There will be nothing, 
absolutely nothing: no time, no space, nothing at all. Just zero.” 
 The journalists chuckled here and there, as Allen shredded apart 
the meaning of life before lunchtime. Yet, there was an ultimate, positive 
message embedded in his words: that artists are here to help, at least 
in the present. They are here to make life less drab, with their pretty 
pictures, musical notes, and language. 
 “I think it’s the artist’s job to try and find some solution or 
reason to accept things,” said Allen, who found an anecdote to further 
explain about the two types of filmmakers that exist. “One makes films 
that are deep, intellectual, profound, and confrontational. The other 
makes purely vacuous escapist films. I’m not sure who makes the deeper 
contribution [to the world].” 
 “[Experiencing art] is like drinking cold lemonade on a hot day,” 
he explained. “You’re refreshed. Then you walk out into the terrible heat, 
and you can take it for a few hours more. That is the only thing I can 
think of the artist doing. The artist cannot give you a satisfying answer to 
the dreadful reality of human existence. So, the best you can do is maybe 
entertain people, and refresh them for an hour and a half. Then they 
can go on and meet the onslaught, [until] somebody else picks them up 
again.” 
 Allen believes that the artist is here to distract, to provide that 
escapism he has been welcoming his whole life. They provide the magic, 
even if it is an illusion. And with a filmography that stretches over nearly 
50 years, he has proven to be a supreme distractor — even if only for a 
short while, as we gaze up at the big screen.

Seeking Life’s Purpose with Woody Allen

PETER BARELL

Woody Allen & the cast of his latest movie 
Magic in the Moonlight.
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By Michael Otero 
Sports Editor

 The LIU Post men’s soccer team was selected as the preseason 
favorite to win a third-straight East Coast Conference crown in 2014 in a 
coaches’ poll. The Pioneers were the unanimous favorite to land the top 
spot based on their track record in the last few seasons. The Green and 
Gold have won two straight ECC Championships, three in the last five 
years, and last season they spent four weeks as No. 1 in the country. 
 The Pioneers took their preseason accolades and went into battle 
against the Owls of Southern Connecticut State University on Thursday, 
Sept. 4. It was the first match of the season for both sides. The Owls did 
not waste any time on offense as they scored just 72 seconds into the 
contest. Sophomore defender Alex Soriano sent a cross to the middle 
of the field where fellow sophomore forward Kevin Joslyn was able to 
head the ball passed the LIU goalkeeper. The goal made it 1-0, putting 
the pressure on the Pioneers early, as they would have to climb out of an 
early hole. 
 Freshman Owl keeper Noah Veronier kept the explosive Pioneers 
offensive off the board, posting his first career shutout at a collegiate 
level. The Pioneers’ best chance to score came late in the second half, as 
senior forward Eivind Austboe got behind the defense and was able to 
get off a shot that sailed over the crossbar. The goal early in the game 
stood as the Owls defeated the Pioneers 1-0.  
 The Pioneers returned to action on Saturday, Sept. 6 to face the  
 

 
 
 
 
Panthers of Adelphi University. The Pioneers exploded for five goals,  
four of which came from Austboe. Austboe and company wasted no time  
getting the scoring started, as they scored the fifth-fastest goal in NCAA 
Division II history just nine seconds into the game. After a second goal 
late in the first half by Austboe, the visitors pushed their lead to 2-0, and 
were in great position to take the victory. 
 The second half was more of the same from the Pioneers. Austboe 
sent his third shot passed the goalkeeper, making it 3-0. A little over 
two minutes later, freshman forward Jason Lampkin found the back of 
the net off an assist from Austboe. The goal was the first at the collegiate 
level for Lampkin. The exclamation point for the Pioneers came when 
Austboe scored his fourth goal of the contest off a precise pass from 
junior midfielder Matias Ruiz. The goal made it 5-0, which was the final 
score in the contest. 
 As a team, the Pioneers dominated the Panthers as they outshot 
them 14-5, and doubled them in shots on goal. Junior goalkeeper Jesper 
Malstrom made three saves and kept the Panthers off the board, earning 
his first win as a Pioneer. 
 Coach Andreas Lindberg and the Pioneers hit the field next on 
Thursday, Sept. 11, when they travel to Bridgeport, Conn. to take part in 
the Purple Knight Classic, hosted by the University of Bridgeport. LIU 
will square off against the Warriors of Merrimack College at 4 p.m.

Men’s Soccer Splits to Start Season

EIRIK BJORNO

Senior captain Eivind Austboe took revenge from a scoreless season opener with four goals.
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        The LIU Post Football team surrendered 21 unanswered points, 
after leading 35-23 midway through the fourth quarter as the Warriors 
slid away with a 43-35 win Sat. Sept. 6th, at Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union Stadium. Although the Pioneers lost their momentum late in the 
game, they almost came back after methodically moving down the field 
and battling their way down to the three-yard line, but they were unable 
to pound it in the end zone.
        Red-shirt senior quarterback Steven Laurino helped pave the way 
downfield for the Green and Gold with six consecutive completions, 
before the Pioneers ended up failing to convert on fourth and goal inside 
the five. Laurino played a solid game at the helm after getting off to a 
shaky start. After trailing 14-7, the Pioneers clicked on all cylinders as 
Laurino anchored the ship with an eight-play 99-yard drive, capped off 
with an 11-yard touchdown pass to red-shirt freshman wide out Kyle 
Ward, with 7:01 to go in the second quarter.  After Post tied the game, 
ESU responded with a touchdown of their own, holding a 20-14 edge 
heading into the locker room for halftime.
        In the third quarter, the Pioneers started to take control of the 
contest. The team seemed more disciplined on both sides of the ball 
and displayed a balanced attack offensively. The Pioneers immediately 
capitalized off an ESU turnover when red-shirt sophomore tailback 
Mike Williams rushed for a 25-yard touchdown to regain the lead for the 
Pioneers at a clip of 21-20.  ESU responded with a field goal on its next 
series to regain the lead momentarily. Another impressive drive by the 
Pioneers ended in a five-yard strike from Laurino to red-shirt sophomore 
 

 
 
 
 
 receiver Shane Hubbard, making the score 28-23 in favor of the Green  
and Gold.
       The Pioneers put the pedal to the metal on their following drive, 
as they sailed their way down the field for another touchdown. 
Laurino scrambled in from two yards out, making the score 35-23. As 
the game headed to the 4th quarter, a lightning delay altered the 
game completely. The Warriors came out after the delay with a lot of 
momentum and ended up scoring 21 unanswered points to secure the 
victory.
        Laurino finished completing 28 out of 43 pass attempts for 351 yards 
and two touchdowns, along with two rushing touchdowns. Williams 
was a force on the ground with 76 yards on 15 carries. Hubbard had a 
game-high 142 yards on 10 catches, while Ward tallied up six catches 
for 67 yards and one touchdown. While Post›s defense looked strong 
in spurts, they were unable to hold off the Warriors from completing 
their comeback. Junior defensive back Jhaleel Oswald led the team with 
11 tackles in his first outing as a Pioneer. Red-shirt senior linebacker 
Anthony Brunetti chipped in with seven tackles along with a forced 
fumble. The Pioneers got to the quarterback three times, where red-shirt 
sophomore Kenny Scotland led the team with two sacks.      
 Head Coach Bryan Collins looks for his team to regroup as 
they return to action on Sat. Sept. 13, when they host the Chargers of 
University of New Haven to open up their 2014 Northeast-10 Conference 
schedule. Kickoff is slated for 1 p.m. at Bethpage Federal Credit Union 
Stadium. 

East Stroudsburg Rallies Past Post 43-35

KIMBERLY TOLEDO

#20, sophomore Mike Williams, runs the field. 
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The LIU Post women’s soccer team 
headed to Silverthorne, Colorado, on Aug. 22 for 
a six-day-long trip to the mountains. The getaway 
was part of their season preparations to help the 
team achieve their goal of reaching the National 
tournament.
 Despite daily practices, most of the 
experiences involved non-soccer-related team 
activities. The trip was planned as a social 
experiment where everyone had to work together, 
even for basal needs. “We lived in a house where 
we cooked food together and did all sorts of 
activities,” sophomore midfielder/forward Julia 
Backman said.  
 Some activities completed were a climb 
up a 10,400 ft. high mountain, white water 
rafting, and cattle driving. While the view was 
said to be fantastic from the top of the mountain, 
it seemed as if most Pioneers preferred the two 
latter activities. “I think the cattle drive was my 
favorite because our leader was cool and we got to 
go riding fast with him,” freshman forward Alex 
Lynne said.
 Coming all the way over from Sydney, 
Australia, for this season, Lynne upheld this 
trip as a successful way of bonding with the 
other players. “Everyone had to get involved, 
so that was good for the freshman. We could do 
something outside of soccer,” she said. 
 Lynne was not the only one feeling 
satisfied with Colorado. “It was a very successful 
trip, simply because we had to work together. I 
believe this will strengthen us as a team moving 
forward,” Backman said. 
 A week after their return on Sept. 5, it was 
time to prove themselves ready, as The University 
of Southern Connecticut visited the new pioneer 
soccer park. 

 The summer heat forced parts of the 
spectators to move away from the boiling stands 
to find shade from the trees surrounding the field. 
The sun also seemed to become an issue for the 
players, as the high intensity in the start slowly 
decreased from both ends.  
 However, the season opener was rough, 
with some individual clashes forcing trainers on 
the field every now and again. The Owls from 
Connecticut looked sharper offensively, and were 
also first to hit the back of the net. With a corner 
kick early on in the first half, the Pioneer defense 
lost concentration and fell victim to an Owl goal.
 The battle continued without any major 
chances, and Post looked beaten until a late 
through-ball in the second half found senior back 
Lauren Bellone alone with the keeper. Bellone 
made a move, and notched in the equalizer. 
The Pioneers regained some energy and got 
back into the game to face overtime. But only a 
couple of minutes in Post got penalized for losing 
concentration again; a long cross from Southern 
Connecticut resulted in a scramble in which the 
Owls marked the game-winner. 
 Two days later, on Sept. 7, the Green and 
Gold were back to seek revenge from the season 
opener against American International College. 
After a scoreless game with 10 minutes left, the 
Pioneers were given the opportunity to go ahead. 
AIC was called for a handball in the box, and Julia 
Backman stepped forward to give the Green and 
Gold the winning goal.
 Coach Mark Dawson and his team will hit 
the road on Thursday, Sept. 11, to visit the Holy 
Family for a non-conference game. Kick off is 
slated for 4 p.m.

Colorado Altitude to Improve Season 
Longitude for Women’s Soccer

Football

East Stroudsburg University 

 L 35-43

Men’s Soccer

Southern Connecticut State University 
   

L 0-1

  Adelphi University  
     

  W 5-0

Women’s Soccer

Southern Connecticut State University 
   

L 1-2

 American International College 
  

    W 1-0

Current Records

Women’s Volleyball 
Springhill Suites Invitational

1-3

Men’s Soccer
 

1-1

Women’s Soccer 

 1-1 
 

 Football 

 0-1

Results of the Week

Current Records:

Men’s Lacrosse 6-5

Men’s Lacrosse:

Women’s Lacrosse:

Bridgeport W 18-3

Stonehill College W 11-9

NYIT L 8-9

Baseball:

Softball:

Dowling College W 7-3

Women’s Lacrosse 14-0
Baseball 13-13
Softball 33-5

Dowling College W 11-1

Dowling College L     2-11

Bridgeport W 8-0

Bridgeport W 8-0

STAC  W 2-0

STAC W 8-0

Dowling College L     1-9

Dowling College W   3-2

JULIA BACKMAN

The team practices beneath the beautiful landscape of the Colorado Rockies.  


