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Is Graduating in Four Years a Myth?

Collection
By Kristen Linsalata
News Editor

Out of an interest in
expanding LIU Post’s library
collection, library faculty weeds
books from their collection, which
consists of about two million items.
The process, according to Valeda
is ongoing and happens year around.
However, some students
feel as though that the library
should keep the books instead of
weeding them out. “I feel like we are
becoming a paperless world, but I
always value a physical book,” said
major. “[The library] might as well
keep the books, isn’t that what a
library is for?”
have been unnerved by the recent
rumors that the library was going
to discard many books from
its collection. “The library has
not communicated the plan to
faculty. I’m not sure my response
is appropriate until I have more
Professor of History and Graduate
listen, but the biggest concern right
now is the lack of transparency in
a process that obviously impacts
faculty teaching and scholarship.”
“[LIU libraries], like all
academic libraries, weed their

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

By Jeniel Terrero

How long will it really take you to get that cap and gown?

Staff Writer

group Complete College America, graduating in four
years is a myth for most college students. Only 19
percent of full time students at public universities
gain their bachelor’s degree in four years.
Most students enter LIU Post anticipating
to graduate within this timeframe. In reality, most
students do not obtain their degrees within this allotted time. LIU Post is only at a 22 percent four-year
graduation rate, according to a 2013 ranking by U.S.
News College Rankings and Reviews.
instituted a new policy allowing students to enroll in
more than 18 credits, at no additional cost, above the
ment Services, said that the new policy began during
the fall 2014 semester. However, she stated that prior
to the new policy, students were already allowed to
enroll in more than 19 credits. In the past, students

who took more than the 19 credits were required to
pay an extra fee above the tuition rate, and had to
get permission from the chairperson of their departto pay a fee; however, they are still required to speak
to the chairperson of their department before going
“I think the updated policy is a step in the
right direction to hav[e] students graduate on time,
but incoming students are usually unaware of the
policies they can take advantage of, which is why
many of them don’t graduate on time,” said senior
Criminal Justice major, Kaity Lopez. “If the administration made all incoming students aware of this
policy, the possibility of having students graduate
within the promised time would be greater,” Lopez
said.
Taking more than 18 credits a semester isn’t
unusual for Fine Arts students. Cara Gargano, Chair-

“At any point in time, the library
continued on page 9

continued on page 9
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Students and Dean work together to enhance academics
By Jeniel Terrero
Staff Writer

professors, the dean of the School of Visual and Performing Arts (SVPA),
Noel Zahler, has organized a Student Advisory Committee. Zahler hopes
departments within SVPA. Unfortunately, because of inclement weather,
Thursday, Feb. 19, at 12:30 p.m.
The committee consists of students from each of the four
departments within SVPA; the Art, Media Arts, Music, and Theatre,
of the departments to suggest two students who would best represent
their respective departments. The committee was thus formed with eight
students chosen this semester. “Similar to most advisory committees, it
is important to get a proper representation from a cross-section of the
student population,” Zahler explained.
The focus of this committee is to create goals that will give
Zahler an opportunity to work personally with students. Zahler will
circulate information directly to the committee to keep SVPA students
informed about happenings in the school. “I hope this committee will
SVPA students. In addition to fostering better communication, I hope
to build a stronger sense of community among the students and the
administration,” Zahler added.
of the new Student Advisory Committee. She said that she feels honored
students. “Apart from the leadership abilities I hope to gain by being a
member of this committee, I also plan on helping to promote a positive

He hopes to show how talented its students and professors are. “I think
the committee will help the school by actually getting to hear what the
students are saying. There’s a key perspective that some schools don’t
consider, and that’s the students,” Finn said. “I’m a student who attends
all of my classes every day. I have my own opinions on the curriculum,
and I also get to hear the opinions my peers have on the same curriculum
on a daily basis. So I’m glad that, as a member of this committee, I can
represent my fellow classmates and get their opinions heard too,” Finn
explained.
on what the SVPA Student Advisory Committee will bring to focus. “I
desires of those who weren’t chosen. I, for one, want the committee to
ensure that students’ required courses do not overlap material. There
are many classes I’ve taken that feel like repeats of previous courses, and
it makes a student feel that they’re wasting their time and money,” she
explained.
outcomes from this new committee. “The SVPA institution has a lot
going for it, but it’s obviously not perfect, and to see that they’re trying
to create some kind of outreach with the students in order to improve
have to say or not will show in time,” she said.
19. Zahler said that because the committee has yet to meet, there is not

ALYSSA SEIDMAN

Tom Finn (pictured above), a
representative for the Media Arts
department on the new SVPA
Student Advisory Committee
much to inform about their work, but they will be meeting at least
common hour.
“There are a few professors in my major that have taught me so
much and truly changed my life,” Finn said. “Yet they can only teach
a certain number of classes due to their employment status. That’s
an insane concept to me. In my opinion, these are the professors that
should be teaching an abundance of classes, not just one or two.”
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By Melissa Colleary
Staff Writer

The School of Performing and Visual Arts (SVPA) is welcoming
program, will be joining the pre-existing two-year master’s program in
years.
There is no expectation for incoming students to know anything
about game design. “The idea is that we teach you every facet of video

business. So it’s kind of like a program that makes sure that everyone
learns every part of game development.”

program is relatively new, Corbetta primarily teaches all of the core
game courses. Adjunct professors teach some of the other courses,
and students are also expected to take courses in other departments,
is currently seeking a new full time professor to be the director of the
new undergraduate program. The new program will be one of the few
undergraduate degrees in gaming in New York.
Although the perception of gaming may seem like a solitary
activity, the program will be driven very much by the aspect of
community. Students are encouraged to work together to create ideas
and to design games together over the course of their college careers.
in most of the classes, and the students who are currently taking the
courses for the masters program spend a lot of their free time working
with Corbetta, as well as the other students in the program.
“In my dream of what the program will become, it would be a

the world of game design, they can choose to specialize in the area that
all departments are encouraged to take the courses.
“I would be interested in taking the courses, but my heavy
workload does not allow for leisurely classes,” said Albert Scott, a junior

and I’d like to see that kind of energy of people excited about making
things, and games are something that [are] easy to get excited about
making. There are a lot of people who are really passionate about it,”
Corbetta said.
degree in Fashion Merchandising in the fall of 2014. “Fashion

“The idea of the program is that people will come in, and by the
time they leave, they not only know how to make a game, but they know
how to make good games,” Corbetta said. The students in the existing
graduate program are already having success with their games. Graduate
student Scott Tongue, who is in the process of developing a game called
Vistics; his game will be shown at the LIU Games booth at IndieCade
place from Feb 13-15 at the Museum of the Moving Image in New York
City.
The master’s program was started four years ago, and Corbetta
became the director in Sept. 2014, having previously taught as an

request of President Cline,” said
Media Arts department. “The program has been provisionally approved
by the Media Arts faculty, and by the SVPA curriculum committee,
pending a review by an outside expert. I do not know the status of this
review. The program has not yet been approved by the board, and has
More information will be available upon board approval.

KATIE MULLER

Students take advantage of Post’s state-of-the-art gaming lab,
located in Humanities Hall
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LIU Introduces New Commencement Plan
By Moa Golster

Assistant News Editor

The previous structure of one main ceremony followed by
individual ceremonies for each school will be abolished when LIU Post
celebrates its 59th annual commencement on Friday, May 8. Instead,
two separate ceremonies – one for undergraduates, and one for
graduates – will be held under a tent on the Great Lawn.
university anticipates that this year’s ceremonies will last for less than
two hours each.
“This will allow both our undergraduate and graduate degree
candidates a more personal and meaningful experience for them and
their families and friends, within a much more condensed timeframe,”
Van Vlerah said.

The undergraduate student ceremony will begin at 9:30 a.m., and
each graduating student will be recognized by name, and have a photo
during each individual school ceremony. The undergraduates’ ceremony
will also include recognition of the Valedictorian and Salutatorian, and

this event, approximately 40 students receiving top academic honors –

concept sounds festive, but is not convinced it is going to be less
time-consuming than previous commencements. “I am happy I get to

recognized.

seems unlikely that the [undergraduate] ceremony will last for less than
two hours.”
Approximately 1,200 seniors from the campuses of LIU Post, LIU

students who fail to apply for graduation by the deadline, or who
apply late, run the risk of not having their names included in the
commencement program, according the LIU Post website.

Langdon, executive director of Operations.

Crime Blotter
Compiled by Brian Riley
Assistant News Editor

The Pioneer’s monthly crime
blotter. All of the information is from the logs that are available to the
•
intoxication was transported to Glen Cove Hospital for further
evaluation.
•
Hall after a complaint from a nearby resident.
•
sprinkler head inside of his room with a lacrosse ball. The sprinkler head
the building.
•
Hall for a suspected intoxicated student in the bathroom. The student

JANISHA SANFORD

campus by a family member.
•
On Thursday, Jan. 22, a PlayStation 3 was reported missing from
the Hillwood Commons game room. The PlayStation 3 was last seen days
before winter break.

•

On Saturday, Jan. 24, a student was found vomiting and

incoherent and combative, and was later taken to Glen Cove Hospital.
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TKE: “Better Men for a Better World”
By Harry Pearse
Staff Writer

friends, as well as the general public, will improve the world.”
“Social development and creating better men to go
into the world after we have graduated from Post, and even after hey
that formed in 1989, and then removed from

important thing that people will get from this
fraternity,” he added.

back in 2013 without full national recognition.
trying to make not only their brothers and
fraternity better as a whole, but also spread
their positivity and drive throughout the Post
community. This involves bake sales, charity
work, and helping fellow students with any
inquiries about anything around school.

chapter at Post, and is still only a colony, they
have shown immense capabilities when it
comes to expanding the LIU-based fraternity
system.
2014. “The Greek system here at Post is
growing rapidly, and it can only improve from
here. This is a great stage that the Greek system
is at, at the moment, and can only develop for

fourth place out of 266 fraternities in the
United States for their community service

Simonson said.
Although many around the world have

nation, and their incredible interaction with
their alumni.
Recruitment for new members of Tau

includes raising money for St. Jude’s Children
Research Hospital, which is the national

fraternity life as crazy, with a drinking-oriented
“[Recruitment] lasts for two weeks, and we
would love to have as many [join] as possible,”
Simonson said. Simonson made it clear that

fraternity, where drinking and partying is the
main focus point,” Simonson said. “In fact, we
almost frown upon that analogy of the Greek
the bettering of us as men and the society we
live in. Our slogan is ‘better men for a better
world’, and all my brothers and I feel strongly
that developing ourselves and our closest

KIMBERLY TOLEDO

will not occur to anyone that wants to join,
will be searching for fellow brothers who
demonstrate a will to improve their skills as a
man, and the will to help the community.

By Connor Vogt
Contributing Writer

The next call was to Public Safety, who, Lucidi said, “claimed
resident students were without heat prior to Tuesday’s arrival of snowstorm Juno. Nick Lucidi, a senior Accounting major and resident in the
South Residence Complex, reported the issue with the heating system
the Friday prior to Juno’s arrival on Jan. 26.
Lucidi had noticed the thermostat in the common area of room

the South Residence Complex was still without heat when the snow
began to fall. “I was hoping to have the issue resolved before the storm,”

Facilities department directly. He said they were shocked to hear about
was to Lipka, who, Lucidi said, failed to answer or follow up after he left
a message. Lipka, who is also an assistant coach for the men’s basketball
team, did not respond to The Pioneer’s request for comment.

chief engineer arrived in the dorm room.

and fans back on as per request of Lucidi and his suitemates.
heat when the big storm came,” Lucidi said. Lipka said he was traveling
with the basketball team for a majority of the weekend, which is why he
failed to communicate back with the complaint.
major, grew anxious as Juno was approaching.

claims to want to help you, but if you don’t make it happen, nothing
will change. If Nick never called Facilities directly, we would have been
without heat for the entirety of the storm.”
Facilities was unable to comment on the matter.
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By Angela Alfano
Staff Writer

been uprooted from their previous homes.
Although the move itself happened swiftly, the planning process began
in the summer of 2014.
“From the time she came to Post, President Cline said that she
envisioned the mansion as the academic center of campus, and raised

the end of the fall 2014 semester. Previously also located on the second

TIA-MONÁ GREENE

that the people who work in Facilities have been nothing but helpful
with the move. Although the process was a long one, Lutz said that

one space, which has proven convenient.
“This is a nice space. This is a nice space for students as well. I
think the building is beautiful. It’s a pleasant space to get work done,”
mystery for the students.”
Lutz said that he would like to get the students more involved
has a lot of nooks and areas for students to sit in.”

the Media Arts department, is scheduled to move from the basement of
Two public relations professors from the Media Arts department,
Humanities.
on campus.

moved.”
Other students have not been negatively impacted by the moves.
before, and I heard about some of the moves from one of my professors
which was obviously convenient,” Jake Speigel, a junior Criminal Justice
major said.

of Hillwood last semester
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Graduating –continued from page 1...

& Arts Management, said that her students have been known to take as
many as 24 credits a semester.
tion carries the same workload as someone who is double majoring, the
fact that she can take extra credits at no extra charge has become really
years, so I’m really glad I can take over 18 credits without having to feel
like I need to catch up,” Albro said.
The Complete College America report emphasized the fact that
some students take too few credits per semester, fail to register for mandatory classes, or lose credits after a transfer. Although this is an issue

planning.
loads, the academic demands and time required to meet them make the
work especially challenging, and may not be the best way to achieve your
educational goals,” Nealon said. “Students should work closely with
faculty and advisors to ensure that the coursework they pursue is right
for the individual student.” Nealon added that completing a degree on
or AP courses while still in high school, and to enroll in the winter and

Libraries continued from page 1...

databases to its collection. “If you type in the title of a book in our
collection that they are responsible for, and they make decisions about
which materials to keep and which materials to get rid of in order to
support [the expansion] of the collection.” The process of weeding is
crucial for making space for works that are more timely and up-to-date,
The University library system consists of two main locations
categorically: there are special collections, items that don’t circulate,
those that have intrinsic value and that researchers and scholars tend
to use when they are doing research, digital items, and traditional print
items.
discipline that is responsible for collection development. Library faculty
is required to have a minimum of two Masters degrees, and some have
in business and accounting. They are responsible for managing portions
faculty members make their decisions about which books to weed out
based on the current curriculum, as well as changes in the market place
and corporate America.
organization that sends books to other areas of the world that don’t have
access to print materials. “Here, at Post, we usually hold on to them and
sell them in an annual book sale, so if there are folks that want to buy
books and add them to their collection, then they have the ability to do
ALYSSA SEIDMAN

LIU Post holds book sales either every year or every other year.

Graduate Nutrition majors Annemarie Miller and Sara Turnasella
puruse the bookstacks in the library

catalog, the catalog will let you know if we have it in print, and if we
the book sale. The organization then collects the books from the library,
organizes the books, and organizes the sale. The proceeds from the sale
date, which has not yet been announced.
Library, and students can take those books, free of charge.
“Most libraries will sell the books or donate them, so I
“I like when libraries donate them and give others a chance to read them.
Libraries shouldn’t just throw out books; they should donate them or sell
them to charities if they can.”
In the fall of 2014, LIU added one of the industry’s largest e-book

Students now have access to databases that allow them to stream
content. “These are videos that have academic quality and that are
copyright cleared so that students have unfettered [right to use them] in
teaching.”
starting Sept. 1, and ending at the end of August by using an acquisition
budget. The acquisition budget allows library faculty to make purchases
whenever they are needed so there is no deadline by which people need

10
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What it’s Like to be Single on Valentine’s Day
By Alyssa Seidman
Co-Editor-in-Chief

(or guy friends, I don’t discriminate) console and celebrate each other
while you take your anger out on food and alcohol (and, in this case, a
two’s a crowd, but three or more is an anti-Valentine’s party.
If you’re more in the mood
for me

romantic day of the year, Feb.
14 is just another day.

your phone, because everyone
and their S.O. will surely be
posting a play-by-play of their

I’m very good at since
relationships are as useful to
me as a bikini in the brunt of
a blizzard. My father gave me
one, sound piece of advice
before I started college: “don’t
date anyone too seriously
because it’s very hard to make
yourself a part of someone
else’s life before you’ve even

and you don’t need to see
that on your time. Order your
favorite take-out food, buy a
because why not? Slip into
something more comfortable,
like that onesie you got for
Christmas; indulge yourself
with your favorite romantic
comedy, and then cry happy
tears when Harry and Sally
inevitably end up together.
Send yourself roses, splurge
on some bling… All of this is
only appropriate twice a year
— V-day, and your birthday —
so live it up, ladies and gents.

So, what do you do
designed for couples? You
why should happy people
have all the fun? And, just
to clarify, I am a perfectly
content person, despite being
nothing wrong with it, then
neither do I.
One solution to

of these alternatives you’re
still having FOMO about the

is making one of your fellow
single friends your Valentine.
I did this last year with one
of my guy friends, and it is an
awesome alternative to the
seriousness of an overpriced,
(preferably) candlelit dinner

luck, cut your own path…

simple boxes of chocolate and
humorous Hallmark cards,
and it was one of the better
memories I have about the
holiday. Just being able to say
I even had a Valentine made
me feel just a tad less bitter
about being perpetually alone
(kidding… almost). And, I got a rose out of it, so that was nice, too.
Another alternative comes from the star-studded movie of the

IMDB.COM

“Love should be celebrated...no matter
your relationship status.”

Girls and guys alike love a
partner with some cojones,
so take the plunge and see
if your campus crush is free
Saturday night. Speaking from
experience, it’s not as scary as
you’d think. Start out with a
line that’ll peak their interest,
such as “how do you feel about
open bars?” This one’s fool

collected, casual — the worst
thing that can happen is they
say no. In the event that this
does happen, which I’m not saying it will because anyone would be lucky
listed above.
If all else fails, my fellow singles, embrace being alone.

of drinking, dancing, and hitting the crap out of an oversized piñata
getting over a bad breakup: you and your girlfriends

romantic, platonic, or the kind that comes from yourself — is a worthy
thing that should be celebrated, no matter your relationship status.

12

FEATURES

THE PIONEER

Valentine’s Day: When to Splurge & When to Save
By Sarah Meehan
Staff Writer

holidays after Christmas. According to The National Retail Federation,
lovebirds across the country will spend a collective $18.6 billion on gifts
for their special someone. That averages out to about $130 per person.
For college students on a tight budget, spending $130 on their
valentine is just not possible. Although there are no “rules” on how much
you should spend, these tips can help you decide when you should spend
and when you should cut back.
Take an Honest Look at Your Relationship
If you two argue more than you get along, or are spending less
and less time together, this might not be the time to present a huge
and expensive gift. Have a talk with your boyfriend and or girlfriend
to see how you will celebrate. Maybe to save money, you both will just
treat it like a regular day. You could also choose to exchange nice cards
and maybe a small fun gift, like his favorite candy bar or her favorite
Starbucks drink.
Think About How Long You’ve Been Together
If you’ve been dating for a few weeks, you should treat
few years. Again, an honest approach is the way to go with someone you
haven’t known that long—simply say you aren’t sure how to celebrate a
day without expecting too much from either side.
On the other hand, if you have been together a while and are in

little on that. For example, 1-800-Flowers sells a variety
of beautiful
that are in the $40-$50 range.
Other gift suggestions for couples who are in a loving relationships
include dinner out at a favorite restaurant and then watching a movie
together all snuggled up on the couch or a nice wallet or purse that your
Decide When and Where to Celebrate

you should get together. Above all, try not to feel like you have to spend a
certain amount just to get through the day—just be honest with yourself,
your sweetheart and your wallet, and the day will go by a lot smoother.
Marissa Mato, a junior Art Therapy major is choosing to spend
will probably just cook dinner together and watch a movie, something
cute, but nothing too expensive.”
other hand has been with her boyfriend for just over a year. “I have a
really strong feeling he is going to buy me a puppy. I’ve been trying to
hint it for a while now so hopefully he picked up on it,” Munford said.

you don’t need to take out a loan or rack up a huge credit card bill. Ask
some of your closest friends who are in similar relationships what they
girlfriend of two years has been dropping hints about how much

remember that it’s not about how much money you spend; it’s all about
how you spend it together. Make the best of the day; it only comes once a
year.

KHADIJAH SWANN
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“Mocha” Chocolata Ya Ya
By Margaret Pepe
Staff Writer

Many LIU Post students know or have heard of Marvin Johnson,
exactly was he donned with the name Mocha?
“The nickname came from my senior year track team,” Mocha
said. “Three other teammates and I used to rap this song, and one of the
parts was done by a member of the group named Mocha. The name stuck
to me one day when I was running and I just rapped the song in my
of and I told him heavily breathing, ‘MOCHA,’ and it stuck ever since
that day.”
boisterous laugh, or his bright smile? “I believe it’s my personality,”

you have a problem, don’t be afraid to come talk to me about it. I don’t
blab, you know, this isn’t Pretty Little Liars. I just love helping people
out.”
People who know Mocha describe him as fun and hyper. “He’s
always energetic, and makes sure everyone has a good time,” said
Tatiana Plunkett, a sophomore Psychology major.
“He’s funny and outgoing,” said Cynthia Theodore, a junior
Psychology major.
as a complete shock.
“I really didn’t know it was possible to beat other amazing people
out of this,” Mocha said. “I was like OMG, really? And almost started
crying.”
So, does he deserve the title of campus cutie? “I think [the
communication with other students. I think a lot of people are fond of

Mocha considers himself an extrovert, and sees no point in
everybody?” he reasoned. Informed that he was well liked on campus,
Mocha smiled big and said, “I love how people know me.”
For people who don’t know Mocha, or haven’t met him yet, there
are a few things you should know. “I’m an open person,” Mocha said. “If

just love my mommy.”

MARGARET PEPE
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Five DIY Gifts for Valentine’s Day
By Jenny Edengard
Staff Writer

4. Homemade Love Potion Tea
corner, and if you haven’t bought a gift for your
Valentine yet, or are short of ideas, here are
some suggestions to make your gift memorable
than giving something you have made yourself?
Some of these ideas are easy to make,
thoughtful, and only cost under $10 each.
1. Make a Love Note Jar.
You need a transparent jar, notepaper, pen
and glue. The jar can be bought at Michaels
for $1.99 - $9.99, depending on the design.
Alternatively, if you, like me, have an old jar
sitting around at home, just wash it thoroughly
to get rid of any residue. If you want to add
some color, drape paper or fabric and glue it
to the lid. Fill the jar with love notes, poems,
compliments or thoughts, and memories, such
as “I love you because you are you,” or “You are
my world.” If you are feeling extra-inspired,
make 321 notes, one for each day remaining in
2015. This gift was created and recommended
by www.kindnotes.com.

Make your own Love potion tea for your
valentine.
You need:
2 teaspoons of black tea
1 pinch of rosemary
3 pinches thyme
3 fresh mint leaves
4 lemon leaves
3 cups water
1 drop of red food coloring
A teakettle
Optional for serving: sugar and honey

Customized M&Ms in a red, heart-shaped
tote with a window to display the M&M’s and
your personal messages is a great gift. Your
messages can contain a maximum of nine
characters on each of the two lines, or you can
choose clip art, prices from $14.99 - $39.99,
shipping excluded. The last day to order for
at noon. For more information, visit www.
mymms.com.
Flowers with a message:
Flowers are another classic gift. Instead of
and signing it, make it more personal by
attaching a personal note around the stem of

then strain and serve. Sweeten with sugar or
honey for a sweeter taste. For more ideas to
create love potion, go to www.links2love.com.

notes. On one note, say, “why I cannot love
without you,” - on the second “why I love you,”

5. Homemade Heart-Shaped Candy
A super easy recipe for homemade heart shaped
candy.
You need:

buy, you can add small love notes, or if you
want to keep it simple, buy a rose and attach a
love letter to its stem.
At LIU Post, students prove that

2. Design a Wall Print Frame.
½ cup of granulated sugar
You need a frame, paper, paint or coloring
but any frame would do. Target and Michaels
also carry frames. Alternatively, if you have an

6 tablespoons of gelatin powder
1 ½ cups of pink lemonade concentrate

connected to things we did together.”

2 drops of red food coloring
give it new life by adding another coat of paint.
Make your own personal wall paint frame with

A heart shaped silicone mold
‘I am hooked on you.’” Messina explained that

date, anniversary date, engagement or wedding
date. Paint or draw your most important
date(s) on a piece of paper. Then, put it in a
frame of your liking.
3. Seven Days of Love:
You need a seven-day medicine holder, small
candies, and note paper. A weekly pill planner
compartment can be found at any drugstore,
ranging from $2.99- $5.99. Open all the seven
into the small compartments are skittles, nerds,
M&M’s and tic-tacs.
For more ideas of how to create your seven days
of love gift, go to www.karlamcurry.wordpress.
com.

Optional: powdered sugar
very well received.
Directions: Mix all ingredients in a pot;
slowly bring to simmer while constantly
has melted. Pour the mixture into heart shaped
silicone mold. Leave it at room temperature,
until it hardens. If you like, you can coat them
in powdered sugar.
If you rather want to aim for the classic
chocolate, here are two classic ideas with just a
little personal touch.
Personalized M&M’s
Chocolate is one of the two most popular gifts
chocolate at M&M stores or order them online.

major, said, “One year, I made heart shaped
cookies and copied down the sayings from the
candy heart sayings.”
Josh Levine, a junior Psychology major,
explained how he carries around a personal gift
he received from his girlfriend, a metal guitar
pick engraved “Forever and Always.”
No matter what gift you give on
Giving a personal gift that you spent time and
about your valentine, plus it’s fun to be creative
and always a great surprise.
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By Angela Alfano
Staff Writer

well as the thick layer of slush-turned-ice that coated sidewalks, and the
entirety of campus.
distribute syllabi, and the common concern of many students is the
attendance policy. The number most commonly thrown about is three:

Leah Fischman, a junior Criminal Justice major, said. “I drive a small
car and it does not handle well in the snow, let alone having to drive 52

gray area is?
severely ill? Family tragedies? This semester, many Post students were
concerned about the weather during the second week of classes, when
the Juno storm hit Long Island. According to www.weather.com, parts
of Long Island received over two feet of snow. The snowfall started at
6 a.m. on Monday morning and continued heavily throughout Tuesday
evening.
LIU Post made an announcement late on Monday night, Jan. 26,

back to my car, it was solid ice.”
Fischman mentioned that her concern had nothing to do with not
wanting to go to class. In fact, she had stayed up well into the night prior
out that classes were canceled, she was somewhat annoyed.
The weather conditions were stressful enough, but to attend a
school where students are being penalized for staying home due to safety
precautions is alarming.

storm was not as severe as Superstorm Sandy in 2012, however, there
were some complications.
“My street did not get plowed until 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday night,”
block was one giant sheet of ice.”
According to the LIU website, about 80 percent of students
the greater half of her student body, was not happy to see that school
radius around the campus. There are students who commute from
outside of Long Island, where various towns and counties all got hit
decision to hold classes, believing that the campus and roads were safe
enough to be on, many students felt otherwise. If the school does not
cancel class, many professors go along with what has been decided and
continue with their classes.

I think they had a better understanding that if things come up, people
can’t make it to class.”
Should this mentality be passed onto other schools? Absences
reason enough for missing classes.
Most of the students attending LIU Post are commuter students
who could have gotten their drivers licenses as recently as one year prior
to coming to Post.
when she emailed her professors explaining her absence due to the
storm, some responded that they understood her reason for missing
class, but that her absence would still count against her.
Journalism professor Sandra Mardenfeld said that she always
follows protocol when it comes to canceling classes. “If the institution
canceling classes due to weather conditions, Mardenfeld said that she
considers the commute and unless it is a “suicide mission,” class is in
session.
ALYSSA SEIDMAN

conditions without a single day to recuperate. However, the snow
accumulation was not as bad as the black ice on the roads, as

“I think it’s unfair that teachers are counting absences. I’m a commuter,
and usually take the buses, but even the buses weren’t running properly. I
had to go out of my way to get here [after the storm].”
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CHATS and Giggles: Do International and American
Students Assimilate?
By Chloé Margulis
Staff Writer

As the student body of LIU Post grows with international
students from all around the globe, the language barrier becomes more
American students the opportunity to assimilate and learn about each
other’s culture and customs.
Conversations Helping and Teaching Students (CHATS), has
been a club on campus since 2009, uniting American and international
students under the familiar umbrella of common language. Its purpose
is to help international students adjust to life in America, while both
students learn about other cultures. The partnerships forged in this
club have led to valued friendships, rich with culturally invigorating
experiences.
Treasurer of CHATS and senior Finance major, Abinaya
to bring together international and American students.
on campus,” Kunarathnam said. For example, the school has the
Chinese Students and Scholars Association, CHATS, Indo-American
Club, International Student Union, Korean Student Association, Latin
American Students Organization, Taiwanese Student Association,
Turkish American Student Association, and the Vikings.
doesn’t believe we have enough opportunities to bring together
international and American students.
“Most international students have clubs for themselves,”
Robinson said, “and with a language barrier, people don’t want to put
themselves out there as much.”
The Vikings was his example, a club geared towards Norwegians.
American students can join, but Tina Skjonhals, a second semester
graduate student in Healthcare Administration, said that very few
American students actually attend. Robinson did acknowledge, however,
that clubs such as CHATS are working towards assimilating American
and international students more.
CHATS pairs international students with American students at
the Chapel at the beginning of each semester. Once paired, students
spend a minimum of an hour a week together, in addition to attending
CHATS events. Junior Marketing major Kristy O’Connell, the President
of CHATS, and Kunarathnam noted that Karaoke night, held last
semester on Nov 13, is their favorite CHATS event.
“It brings everyone out of their shell,” O’Connell said. “There’s
something special about sharing a laugh with others, and I think that’s
something that’s intercultural.”
Freshman Computer Science major Xinyu Sirie Zhang said her
favorite event was the Friendship Night, also held in the beginning of fall
semester, in which everyone in CHATS got to know each other through
Zhang.
“International students feel homesick and bored since we don’t
general allows us to make more friends and feel comfortable here.”
Freshman Film major Yuxin Tao said CHATS helped to get rid of
her nerves. “It is a good chance to communicate with people, and learn
about other cultures.”
O’Connell is paired with Skjonhals from Norway. “Tina and I
clicked right away,” she said. They were able to develop a friendship

CHLOÉ MARGULIS

(L): Kristy O’Connell, a junior Marketing major, is an American student
(R): Tina Skjonhals, a graduate Healthcare Administration student,
is from Norway

from learning about the world, other cultures, languages, and each
other’s lives. Of all the wonderful and fun things O’Connell and
Skjonhals do, O’Connell enjoys their long car rides together. Skjonhals
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to travel to Sweden during the summer
because of the friendship she developed with her Swedish partner last
year.
“I want people to see the amazing things that this club does.
in someone’s life, then why not?” O’Connell said.
Aside from CHATS, there are plenty of opportunities at LIU Post
about the club, you can follow CHATS on Facebook and Instagram at
LIU Post Chats Club. CHATS meets every Monday during common hour
in Hillwood room 106.
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“The Rewrite:” Post’s Big Screen Debut
By Melanie Spina
Staff Writer

opportunity to see an advanced screening of Mark Lawrence’s new movie
stars actors Hugh Grant and Marisa Tomei. The screening took place in
“The Rewrite” focuses on Keith Michaels (Grant), a washedrejected by Hollywood. In desperate need of a job, he moves to
middle of nowhere.
Holly Carpenter (Tomei) is a student in his class, and throughout
the movie viewers see how their personalities connect. Although you
may expect this to be your typical romantic comedy, “The Rewrite”
surprisingly has more to it than just the romance; it mainly focuses on
The event was initially planned for Monday, Feb. 2, and, despite
poor weather conditions, a screening was held that day for resident
KHADIJAH SWANN

Lawrence talked about his past writing and directing for
explaining that sometimes you write a story because you are asked or
need the money, but other times you aren’t really thinking of it, and the
idea just pops into your head.
For “The Rewrite,” Lawrence stated that it was about things that
he cared for, and he therefore started to write it. “I was talking to Hugh

(From left to right): Actor Steven Kaplan, director
A panel for an exclusive screening of their movie
“The Rewrite”

needed to shoot near NYC, so we started doing location scouts,” said
Lawrence. “And this campus was beautiful, but not overwhelmingly Ivy
something on a slightly more intimate scale.”
Lawrence believes that it’s hard to create movies much like this
world, all of these fantastic types of movies. So the middle ground is
harder to occupy these days,” Lawrence said. “Part of it is because there
is so much good television, and people are writing more [on] of an
intimate human scale for TV, but for movies I don’t know who makes
“Forrest Gump” right now.”
was really great. “Marisa just has this vibe that she is the smartest person
in the room, and her instincts are always right on,” said Kaplan. “And
Hugh is so subtly brilliant. I’d be producing something with him,
and I would catch the tail end on the monitor of what we had just [shot
remembers having late night dance par-ties with Tomei in the halls in
between takes.
Although the movie is supposed to take place at SUNY

Services, claimed that it was a long process for them to actually pick Post
see how things really work, so it has really opened the door for us to be

some disruption can be expected, but we always look to make sure
that it goes as smoothly as possible for the campus and the production
company,” said Mendall.
to pursue a career in screenwriting. “You have to write as much as
possible, and watch as many movies or television shows as you can. For
me, the sort of essential thing in the movie is whether screenwriting can
be taught or not; I honestly don’t know where I come out on that,” said
that’s absolutely correct: you know who is a writer and who isn’t just by
the fact that they write. As a writer, you’re either writing or you’re not
working, so my advice is to just keep writing and don’t lose faith.”
“The Rewrite” will open in theaters nationwide on Feb. 13.
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Art Curator to Speak at Panel
By Pete Barell

Arts and Entertainment Editor

discussion today, Feb. 11, at 5 p.m. in the Steinberg Museum of Art. Light
refreshments will be served at the event, which is also viable for Honors
program merit credit. All students are welcome to attend.
The event is sponsored by the School of Visual and Performing
Arts at LIU Post, and is organized by Art History Professor Niria LeyvaGutierrez and the Art and Art History club. The panel, “Tales from the
Vaults: the Role of the Art Museum Curator,” will focus on the titular
profession, and the experience of working within the art world.
2014, and over-sees Permanent Collection Installations. The curator has
completed his doctoral dissertation at the NYU Institute of Fine Arts.
including works of Spanish and Italian Masters, as well as works from
Asia and the Americas.
club regularly organizes events that involve learning about real issues
SDMART.ORG

“These lectures are meant to provide art majors with the
major, and president of the club. Speakers in the past have included

still interesting to hear professionals talking about their real hands-on
experiences in exciting jobs like being a museum curator or museum
director,” said Zucker. “Also, our panel event will count as Honors merit
credit, so for those who need study credit, whether you’re an art major or
not, this would be a great event for you to attend.”

Museum, and Sunny Shin, director of Coohaus Art in Chelsea.
The panel is not exclusive to art majors and, as always, all are
welcome to learn about things unknown to them. “To a non-major, it’s

Arts in Brief
By Pete Barell
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Jan. 26 - March 21
-

Feb. 13-15
Living in the Haze and Gruesome Playground Injuries: A Thesis Project.

sor Ryan Seslow. Steinberg Museum of Art, Hillwood Commons.
p.m. matinee on Sunday. General admission $10, student and seniors $5
Feb. 10 - 14
Yuheng Hou, MFA. Hillwood S.A.L Gallery. Reception: Feb 11, 5 p.m. to
8 p.m. Free admission, all are welcome.

2356.
Feb. 16

Feb. 11
Monday). Hillwood room 199 at 12:30 p.m. Free lunch is always served.
New students are always welcome.
Art, 5 p.m.
Feb. 19
Post Television (PTV) meeting. Humanities 214, 12:40 p.m. New students are welcome.

Feb. 12
Patrons Lounge, 12:30 p.m.
sion, all are welcome.
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Professor Reaches Sundance with Gay Activist Portrait

IPSHITA KAUL

Professor Jean Carlomusto pictured with her Media Arts students

By Bendik Sorensen

Assistant Arts and Entertainment Editor

Jean Carlomusto, professor of Media Arts and director of the

to go to festivals like Sundance, and to leave there with good reviews

unorthodox investigations into topics that have been pushed to the
periphery by society,” she said. She’s made movies on similar subjects in
lot of gays and lesbians were still in the closet, and they were still subject

However, teaching is equally as important to her. “I enjoy teaching, but
I wouldn’t enjoy it as much if I didn’t do what I teach for myself. And I
foot in both.”

rights.

of course, is great, but what’s really great is the people,” she said of the

“He’s had a long career,” Carlomusto said of Kramer. “He started
in the movie business and was nominated for an academy award for
coming up to speed with my vision; they did a beautiful job cutting the
a number one book, “Faggots,” a portrait of the NYC gay community in
festival. “Festivals are great to get the word around,” she said. The

major motion picture sound tracks, including the track from Kramer’s
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Prepares for Season’s
Big Splash
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Back-to-Back Wins for Women’s Basketball
By Michael Otero
Sports Editor

By Maxime Devillaz
Co-Editor-in-Chief

victory over the Purple Knights from the University
the women’s swimming team
showed precise form ahead of the
upcoming Metropolitan Conference
seven events at the NYU Invitational,
which was held at the Coles Sports
Center.

boards.
big part in the win, scoring 25 points, dishing out
six assists, and being a pest on the defensive end
front of the Pratt Recreation Center faithful.

team win for the Green Machine.
The Pioneer squad raced to a time of
1:48.95 in the 200-yard medley relay,
with three of the swimmers under 30
seconds.
Senior Carolin Rademacher
continued in winning ways with

swam in at third place in the latter
stanza.
The Pioneers grabbed three
top-four spots in the 100-yard
the event with a time of 58.02, with

The women’s basketball team
huddle before the big game

The Post squad kept its foot on the gas in the
second half and continued to attack. The Green and
she scored 14 points and dominated down low.
As a team, the Pioneers grabbed rebounds
and got second chance opportunities, as well as
junior guard Krstina Surlan totaled 24 points, eight

double-double on the young season with a 22-point
individual relay with a time of 4:34.45,
and touched the pad at 1:06.20 for
the 100-yard breaststroke to secure

KIMBERLY TOLEDO

teammate senior guard Christine Verrelle notched a
double-double in points and rebounds.

her own to go along with six assists.
The Pioneers were feeling it from long range,

Pioneers return to action today when they take on

and took a 44-32 lead into the break.

N.Y.

Softball Comes in at No. 7 in Preseason Poll
By Michael Otero

two seconds after. Junior Marthe
Soerensen earned fourth place at

Sports Editor

LIU Post doubled up in the
100-yard backstroke, as well, with
senior Johanna Petterson hitting the

the softball team placed seventh in the National
Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) Preseason
Top-25 Poll, which was announced late January.
NFCA, the Pioneers were also awarded the No. 1

added on a fourth-place mention in the
200-yard freestyle relay to the Pioneer
account before the day was over.

almost unanimous decision. Senior catcher Aly

yard freestyle relay, as the top distance
squad swam the feat at a time of
8:05.54.
Head Coach Maureen
Travers and the Pioneers return to
the pool on Friday, Feb. 20, when
they will defend their conference
title at the Metropolitan Conference
Championships in Piscataway,
N.J. After that, the National
Championships await for a group of
swimmers in Indianapolis, In.

owned a .438 batting average to go along with

captured preseason accolades, as well.
This season, the Pioneers will look to senior

percentage. In addition, she also smacked 25

In addition to Martin, returning to the circle
for the Pioneers is senior pitcher Megan Salcido.
Last season, she appeared in 19 games, going 6-2
and pitching to an impressive 1.89-earned run
65 hits and struck out 43 batters. Perhaps her best
performance came against Caldwell University last
season, when she tossed a complete-game twoThe Pioneers boasted a 50-11 record last
season, compiling a .335 team batting average. The
high batting average lead to an awful amount of
runs scored, 395 to be exact. The Pioneers totaled
The Pioneers won their conference and the NCAA

previous LIU single-season records with her home
total bases, extra base hits, and slugging percentage.
In her freshman year, Martin was named
she compiled a 16-2 record, ranking second in the

to-back losses in the National Championships.
Head Coach Jaime Apicella and the Pioneers
will begin their season on Sunday, March 1, when
they face the Panthers from Adelphi University at
Garden City, N.Y.
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Coach of the Week: Deidre Moore
By Thomas Scavetta
Assistant Sports Editor

overcome challenges and adversity throughout the season?
on. It’s a long season and as long as there’s time, we can get better.
you feel your players’ experience will push you forward?
situation that the players we have here only know how it feels to be in
many players who have NCAA tournament experience.

A: This is my seventh season as the head coach of the Pioneers. I was
an assistant coach for 15 years prior to that. I’ve grown by taking things
and what doesn’t.

TYLER TARAE

is competitive because there’s several close games. I think my team has
played better in conference games than non-conference games, but nonconference play is supposed to get you ready for conference play so we’ll
take it that way.

A: It seems to change from game to game, but if you play defense you
give yourself a chance to win. If I had to pick an area, I would pick
defense and rebounding.

so, how?
years. I’m currently working towards earning another master’s degree in
tough because we play quality teams that we’re not use to as much. The
conference games are tough because the players are all familiar with
each other, they play together over the summer, and they’ve played
against each other for multiple years.
A: I went to school here at LIU Post where I played my collegiate career
as a point guard for the Pioneers from 1992-96. I graduated in 1996 with
the NCAA tournament we need to play consistently. Taking care of the
ball, rebounding, and defending are some of the keys for any team trying
to win.

Head Coach Deidre Moore and her squad will face Mercy College in an East

Fencing “Gardes” Pratt Center
By Maxime Devillaz
Co-Editor-in-Chief

epee discipline and recorded an 11-5 victory in the end. Head Coach Mike Corona and his squad
will compete again in a month, on March, 8, at the NCAA Northeast Regional Championships.
The meet will be held at New York University.
KELSEY D’ANDREA

Pioneer SPorTS
Men’s Basketball Falls to Bridgeport,
Darts Past Dowling

Results of
ofthe
theWeek
Week
Results
Men’s Basketball
Baseball:
University of the Distr. of Columbia

Assistant Sports Editor

University
of BridgeportL
Dowling
College

2-11

Dowling
College
Women’s
Basketball L

1-9 Conference collision at the Pratt Recreation Center.

53-63

University of Bridgeport

Softball:

By Thomas Scavetta

On Feb. 4, the men’s basketball team (11-10)
ended up on the short end of a 63-53 score against

Dowling
College
Dowling College

W 3-2contest, the Pioneers pieced together a 14-4 burst

Fencing
Stony Brook
11-5
Dowling College

W 7-3

in a six-minute span to capture a 20-11 advantage

Wrestling
CollegePembroke
W 11-1
U ofDowling
North Carolina
15-24
Anderson University
Bridgeport
W 8-0
20-18
Ferrum College
Bridgeport
W 8-0
19-25

intermission.
Although the Green and Gold clawed their
way back into the game, the Purple Knights began
to pull away with an 11-3 surge. Junior guard Jesse
Jones put the icing on the cake with a three from the

STAC
W 2-0 crashed the glass for nine boards. Senior forward
Men’s
Indoor Track & Field
Charles McCann tallied 11 rebounds, six points and
Ramparo Indoor Select
STAC

W 8-0

Women’s Indoor Track & Field
Ramparo Indoor Select

Men’s Lacrosse:
NYIT

Women’s Lacrosse:
Men’s Basketball

Bridgeport

W 18-3

vs Mercy College

Stonehill College

Women’s Basketball

W 11-9

vs Mercy College

at the Pratt Recreation Center.
Leading 16-15 with 11 minutes to go in the
opening stanza, the Pioneers went on a 13-2 run
Akosa
each slammed home
started the uproar
with a three.
The Golden Lions chipped away at the

three separate occasions in the sequence. Senior
guard P.J. Torres
bench during the sequence.
a team-high of 11 rebounds for a double-double.
McCann collected 10 rebounds, six points, three
eight assists, six points, and four rebounds.

three points. However, LIU closed out the half on a

Wrestling

Current
Records:
vs East
Stroudsburg
University
6-5

Friday – Sunday, Feb. 20-22
Women’s
Lacrosse
14-0
Metropolitan
Conference
BaseballChampionships13-13
at Piscataway, N.J.

Softball

KIMBERLY TOLEDO

L 8-9 fast breaks, which lead to an 82-68 triumph against

Schedule

Swimming
Men’s Lacrosse

points, four rebounds, three assists, and two steals.
The Pioneers returned to the court on

33-5

Pioneers a 39-31 cushion, which they carried into

in the second half, propelling them to a solid 46
percent for the game. The Pioneers received a
remarkable outing from their bench as they racked
up 42 points.

the scoring department.
Nearly four minutes into the latter stanza,

wrap up their four-game home stand today when

Maduegbunam steered the court for a dunk on

p.m.

